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complete, and tenders will be called this
week. 3, There has been no long delay.
The work of the office has not permitted
earlier attention to this particular
building, as it lad to take its turn with
other works.

QUESTION-PUBLIC WORKS OFFICERS,
DISRATIG AND DISMISSAL (ALLEGOED).

HEON;. F. WHITOOMBE asked the
Colonial Secretary: i , If the attention of
the Government has been called to a
letter published in the Sunday Times of
the 20th May, referring to the disrating
of Mr. H. W. Hargreave and the dis-
missal of James McCarthy from the
positions held by theml in the Coolgardie
Water Supply Branch of the Public
Works Department. 2, Whether the
attention of the Director of Public
Works has been called to the circum-
stances. of such disrating and dismissal.
.3, If not, will the Minister make inquiry
into the causes leading up to the same ?

THzE COL(Y&LAL SECRETARY re-
plied:t x,No. r, NO. 3 , Yes.

ADJOURNMENT.
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: In

mentioning the adjournment, he proposed
that the House should reassemble on
Tujesday ; but hie desired to-annonce, for
the information of hon. members who
were from the country, and who perhaps
would not be able to attend on Tuesday,
that it was not his intention to take the
second reading, of the Enabling Bill then,
should the measure reach this House on
Tuesday, but simply to take the first
reading and to proceed to no further
stage on that day.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES: If the Bill
were not reached on Tuesday, the Hfouse
would adjourn tll Wednesday; therefore,
.would the Colonial Secretary say he
would take only the first reading on
Wednesday in that case, so that there
would be no necessity to send telegrams?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY said
he was perfectly willing to take the
second reading on the day aifter the Bill
war, introduced. He moved that the
House do now adjourn.

Put and passed.
The House adjourned at 4'40 o'clock

until the next Tuesday.

X~sgiuatfibz ,ssembtg,
Thursday, 31st May, 1900.

Appropriation Message (Federation Enabling JIMl)-2 ctioni Electoral Registration Arraapementa-
Liestion: Mining Rents Unpsid-Queetuo": Mlin.

fag for Lead, Tin, Copper, Coal-Question: Voting
Illegally at Electious-Privilge: Member for
Qernidc; a Point of Order overlooked-Pedea-
lion Enabling Bill, second reading; in Cominnttee,
Clauses 1 to new clause, progress-War Telegram,
an interlude -Adjournment.

Tnx SPEAKER took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock, p.m.

PnRnXs.

APPROPRIATION MESSAGE -FEDERA-
TION ENABLING BILL.

Message from his Excellency the
Administrator was read, recommending
appropriation for the purposes of the
Federation Enabling Bill, in regard to
taking the referendum.

QUESTION-ELECTORAL REGISTRA-
TION ARRANGEMENTS.

Mnt. DOHERTY, without notice, asked
the Premier, Whether it was the inten-
tion of the Government to advertise mn
the public Press of the colony informa-
tion as to the best means for -facilitating
the enrolment of persons entitled to be
registered under the new Electoral Act.

TaE PREMIER replied: There would
be no d iliculty in any one getting on the
electoral roll who was entitled to be
registered, if such person would mi ke
application to the Electoral Registrar in
his or her district, In addition to this, it
was proposed to instruct those persons
who would be appointed under the
Federation Enabling Bill for issuing new
certificates to electors, to also ask each
p~erson so applying to fill up a frm~ by
which he or she might be also registered
on the Parliamentary electoral roll. By
this means a large number~ of persons
would have a ready facility provided for
getting their namnes placed on the Parlia-
mnentary roll, at the same time that they
applied for electoral rights to be exercised
in the referendum on the federation
question; and it was probable that each
adult person (not already on the roll)
who applied for the now electoral right
would also fill up the form for get-
ting his or her name registered on the
Parliamentary electoral roll. Further,
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if the persons so applying were also
qualified to become voters for the Legis-
lative Council, they would be asked
at tile same time to fill up a form which

would p lae them on the roll of electors
for that body. By taking this course a
large number of people would be got on
the roll, sand a good deal of trouble saved,
while what was desired by the lion.
member would be done, namely to get as
many persons as possible pat on the roll
before the next general election.

MR. DOHERTY: Would the Govern-
ment advertise the names and addresses
of the registrars ?

THE PREMIER: Certainly; full pub-
licity as to the electoral registrars and
other persons entitled to issue voters'
rights would be given. It was proposed
to have a number of these officials, and to
utilise as far as possible the police stations
and post offices throughout the colony.
By these means due notice would be
given not only to the people of the towns,
but to people living in somewhat isolated
places.

QUESTION-MINING RENTS UNPAID.
MR. MITCHELL asked the Minister

of Mines: r, Whether the list appearing
in the Goveramient Gazette of 25th instant,
showing something like 1,250 gold-mining
and mineral leases on which the rent for
the present year remains unpaid, gives the
actual state of affairs in this connection
on that date. 2, If not, what was itd

THE MINISTER OP MINES replied:
The list as it appeared in the Government
Gazette was correct.

QUESTION-MINING FOR LEAD, TIN,
COPPER, COAL.

MR. MITCHELL asked the Minister
of Mines, Whether, in view of the large
quantity of mineral land which was
alienated from thle Crown in the early
and subsequent periods of settlement,
and .which remains practically unde-
veloped, hie will bring in a Bill, as early
as possible during the next session of
Parliament, with the object of assimi-
lating the law in regard to mining for
lead, tin, copper, and coal on private
property, to that which exists in regard
to gold and other precious metals.

THE MINISTER OF MINES replied:
Prior to the passing of the present Land
Act, all land alienated from the Crown

was granted subject to a reservation
all gold, silver, and other precious metali
the lead, tin, copper, and coal forming
part of the freehold. A Miningon Prival
Property Act could not be applied I
these lands, as regards the minera,
mentioned.

QUESTION-VO'IING ILLEGALLY AT
ELECTIONS.

MR. HARPER asked the Premie
Whether the Government propose to tal
any steps to bring to justice those pe:
sons who were alleged to have vote
illegally at the late elections for tt
Legislative Oouncil.

THE PREMIER replied: The la
officers bad been instructed, and ster
were being taken in the matter.

FRI VILEGE--MEMBER FOR GERALD.
TON.

POINT OF ORDER OVERLOOKED.

THE SPEAKER: Before proceedin
to the Orders of the Day, I would liket
call the attention of the House to a
irregularity which occurred last nigh:
partly through my own fault in uc
calling attention to it at the time. Whe
the member for Central Murchison (M:'
Illingworth), submitted his motion tho
the Press should be admitted to th
select committee appointed to inquir
into the allegations made by the memix
for Geraldton (Mr. Robson), I oughtt
have called attention to the fact that
was necessary to suspend the Standin
Orders before such a motion could I
passed. Standing Order 352 reads:

The evidence taken by any select committt
of the House, and documents presentedt
such committee which have net been reports
to the House, shall not be disclosed or pul
lished by any member of such committee, c
by any other person.

It would, of course, be of no use havin:
the Press present unless they coul
publish the evidence, and this the Pres
cannot do according to the Standin;
Order I have read. I understand tha
when a joint select committee of hot
Houses was appointed some time agot
consider the Commonwealth Bill, th
request that the Press should be ad
mitted and report the evidence cam
from the memnbers of the select committe
themselves. I do not know whether
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am correct in that view, because I was
not in the colony at the time.

THffE PREMIER: That was the case.
MR. ILLinowoRrn: Has the House

the power to suspend the Standing
Orders ?

Txng SPEAKER : If there be an actual
majority present, the House can suspend
the Standing Orders without notice ;
otherwise notice mnust be given. At
present I do not think there is an actual
majority here.

THE PREcMIER: Twenty-three memt-
bers ought to be present.

TxnE SPEAKER: I count only 21 here.
MR: HUB3BLE: When a select comn-

inittee was appointed to inquire into the
cattle-tick question, some two years ago,
representatives of the Press were, in the
first instance, allowed into the committee-
roomn; but I th ink you ruled, sir, that
the Press ought not to be present.

TuE Speu.xsn: I could never have
ruled that, because the Standing Orders
empower reporters to be present, though
not to report the proceedings.

Mn. RUBBLE:- The proceedings of
the committee on the tick inquiry were
reported, and IL as a member of that
committee, thought your ruling was that
the Press had no right to do that.

THE SPEAKER: The hon. member
is quite right. The Press had no power
to report the proceedings.

hMR. HUBBLE: They were not author-
ised to do so?

THE SPEAKER:- They were not
authorised to do so; but the House can
give authority for the Press to report the
proceedings of a select commiittee, if the
Standing Orders be suspended. I see
that there is now an absolute majority of
members present.

Mit SOLOMON: As one of the
select cornmittee appointed last night, I
move that the Standing Orders be sus-
pended, with the object of allowing the
Press t~o attend and reportble proceedings.

MR, GREGORY:- I second the motion.
Question put and passed, and the

particular Standing Order suspended
accordingly.

FEDERATION ENABLING BILL.
8ECOND RLEADING-DEBATE RESUMED.

Debate reslumed from previous day, on
the motion for second reading, moved on
23rd lMaY.

MR. HARPER (Beverley): When
this question was before the House last
year, I used what influence I could to
prevent the Commnonwealth Bill being
referred to the people, and opposed the
measure in every way I could; and I aim
very gratified that, by whatever means it
was brought about, the referendum was
delayed. At that time there was an
immense amount of more or less spurious
sentiment floating about the country,
and the people were not in a position to
judge-at least that was my view-
calmly anid coolly on a serious matter
which was mnore or less imperfectly put
before them. Since that time we have
been much enlightened, and I am quite
prepared at this time to accept the
proposal to refer this question to the
people. I will lust touch on a few
of the altered conditions which, I
think, have tended to enlighten us.
This time last year the Press of the
Eastern colonies was extremely hostile to
Western Australia, about which nothing
could be said bad enough, and the idea
of asking for any mnodification of the
Commonwealth Bill was scouted as absurd
and ridiculous. But lately that has been
largely altered, and we find the Eastern
Press, at any rate the leading Press, after
looking into the matter, have come to the
conclusion that our position is a reason-
able one, and have gone so far as to urge
the Premniers at the late conference to, if
possible., grant our requests. One little
matter, I think, indicates something
behind the scenes. When the Premiers
refused to recognise our requests, it
was said we mnust trust the Premiers
in the matter, because they, were expert
politicians, and it might be they knew or
had reasons to believe our requests were
miierely a bit of bluff, and that the Premier
and people of Western Australia would
give way if the people of the other colonies
held their ground. The next thing I will
alude to is the so-called " separation
petition " fromn the goldfields, which
petition was, I maty fairly say, encouraged
by the member for Albany (Mr. Leaks).

MR. TEAxEx: What?
Mn. HARPER: Encouraged by the

member for Albaniy.
Mu. IjEAKE: Oh!
Mn. HARPER: That petition has been

before us for sonic time, and it would, I.
think, be very difficult to find any docu-

Second readiAg.
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inent presented to Her Majesty containing
such a hash of ignorance and mendacity.
I think, therefore, we must realise there is
still a great deal of ignorance in regard to
this matter; and that fact justifies the
position of those who said that time was
necessary to clear away a good many
misconceptions. It has been repeated
over and over again that all competent
authorities on financial questions are
agreed that this colony must lose very
heavily by going into federation on the
terms laid down in the Eml; and there is
no need to argue that, because it is not
denied by any one whose opinion is worth
considering. I would like, however, to
refer in connection with this to a paper
which was published a short tiue ago,
written by the member for Albany (Mr.
Leake), and purporting to be a history
of the federal movement in Western
Australia. As to the historical portion
of the document I do not wish to refer to
it, because I do not think the member for
Albany can be complimented on, amlongst
his otfier brilliant abilities, that of being
a historian. But I wish to allude to a
few remarks made by him towards the
close of that paper, whien he said:

Patriotic national sentiment, the bond of
union, the administration of our commnon
wants by one controlling body instead of six,
universal laws, and a defensive alliance, are
all ideas which require no elaboration.

The hon. member appears to have now
put last that which was originally his
first plank, namely " defensive alliance,"
placing " patriotic national sentiment"
first. The plank of "defensive alliance"
has, I think, considerably disappeared;
and the "bond of union " may be very
strengthening or it may be very galling:
it just depends on circumstances. As to
a defensive alliance, the value of a defen-
sive alliance is markedly written in the
pages of history, for now we know it is
established throughout the world that if
any hostile hand is laid on British terri-
tory, the Empire will spring to arms;
therefore we need have no fear with
regard to the necessity for a defen-
sive alliance. The hon. member next
says:

Here, as elsewhere, the material advantages
are discussed, and the federalist is challenged
to show, in pounds, shillings, and pence, what
profit will accrue ; as though it were possible
to prepare a ledger account, with the gains on
one side and the losses on the other.

Those who are opposed to federation hav
certainly not asked the hion. member, noi
asked anyone else, to state the advantages
in pounds, shillings, and pence, because
the advantages have been already amply
stated; nor has anyone asked what arc
the pounds-shilings-and-pence gains; bul
the federalists have been asked to give
examples of what the gains will be. That
is a challenge thrown out from the very
first, and up to this moment it has nevex
been answered.

MR. ILLINGWOILTH: Answered over and
over again.

MRt. HARPER: The next point is the
most important in the whole of the
remarks made by the leader of the federal
movement (Mr. Leaks):

Federalists believe there is danger in stand-
ing aloof, and view? with alarma the continuance
of those barriers against friendly trade and
intercourse which federation would instantly
remove.
One of the first arguments of federalists
is that those barriers would not be
removed by our joining in the federation,
that they would be retained for years,
and that it would be a long time before
the removal would be given effect to;
but the hion. member (Mr. Leake) says
these barriers will be instantly removed
under federation. We are carefully told
by him, and by his coadjutor the member
for East Perth (Mr. James), that the
federal tariff would not come into opera-
tion for several years, and that for five
years the sliding scale would be guaranl-
teed to this colony; that, therefore, this
colony would be unlikely to suffer. That
does not agree with the hon. member's
position here. But what is most impor-
tant, to my mind, is the absolute fear
which the lion. member has from time to
time expressed with regard to this colony's
financial position, and that fear is mani-
fested here by him still more. The bon.
member's fear is a qualit y which those
opposed to federation will not enjoy with
him ; and, with regard to the fears whilh
have been expressed, I would like to refer
to a few points which have been spoken
to by the member for Central Murchison
(Mr. llhigwom-th) on the subject. It will
be remembered that he, having had con-
siderable time during tile recess of Par-
iainent to consider this matter, and

k-nowing that he had been challenged
over and over again to show what the
danger-s and the loss as well as the benefits

Second reading.
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of federation would be, this is the result1
as set forth by him:-

If' they did not federate, the federated
colonies would make their own arrangements
for the mail services, and the first port of call
would be their own colony of South Australia.
I do not knowv whether the hion. member
got that from any of the companies or
from the Eastern colonies.

The result would be that they would be
forced to make their own arrangements for
a magil sery-ice, or wait until some coasting
steamer brought them back from Adelaide.
That was only one of the things in which it
would hinder and hamper them.
~We may, assume, therefore, that this is
the most important reason, as set forth
by the hion. member. With regard to it,
I would like to say that the hion. member
seems to have assumed that the mail
vessels are entirely under the control of
the Eastern colonies, that they are owned
by them, and that the mail steamship
campanies have to do just as they may
be ordered by politicians in the Eastern
colonies to do. My impression is that
there are three parties to that agreement:-
firstly the British Cabinet, secondly the
shareholders of the companies, and thidy
the Eastern colonies which contract for
the mail services; and I cannot imagine
that the shareholders of those British
steamship companies will be prepared to
sacrifice their trade with Western Aus-
tralia, or that the British Cabinet would
permit the V:astern colonies to use their
spite against Western Australia, in this
direction,

MR. ILLtNGwonTn: It Would not be
spite: it would be pure commnerce.

Mx. HARPER:- I do not think it is
pure comminerce to lose trade. The hon.
member does not seem to realise that
this is just what those Eastern colonies
could do in regard to this colony if we
were federated, for though I do not say
they would do it, yet it would be in their
power to do it; whereas while we retain
our sovereign rights ats a self-governing
colony, this is what they cannot do to us,
because we c:ould retaliate and make it
worse for them than they could make it
for us. Soeefurther important enlighten-
ment we have gained in the last few months
is furnished by the actions of the federation
dele-gates sent by the Eastern colonies to
London. Mr. Deakin said:

If the Imperial Parliament secured the pas-
sage of the Bill as it stood, and also passed a

separate enactment providing an Appeal Court
for the whole Empire, the Federal Parliament
of Australia would wvillingly adopt a resolution
recognising that tribunal.
TO say the least, it is rather a large
assuption for a delegate to state that
he could undertake what the Federal Par-
liament would do. Mr. Kingston and Mr.
Deakcin said the demand for the passing
of the Commonwealth Bill, without amend-
ment, was backed up by the voice of the
Australian people. That statement, I
maintain, is not true. Mr. Barton has
said-.

The opponents of Clause 74 are, with few
exceptions, also opponents of federation on
any terms.
That I think we may safely deny. Mr.
Kingston, in a letter he wrote to the
Press in London, a characteristic letter,

Ridiculed the implied unselfishness of the
Australian Chief Justices whose names have
been mentioned, in view of the prospective
benefits possible to accrue in the shape of
peerages. He oharacterised Lord Lamington's
extraordinary intrusion into the counsels of
the Empire a being unseemly, unconstitu-
tional, and unfair.
I think these staternents may be more or
less incorrect, and can only be described
as born of arrogance and dressed in menda-
city. Then we have the final amendment
the Premiers of the other colonies were
asked to assent to, for enabling Western
Australia to join the federation. They
said that, however much Western Aus-
tralia miight desire the amendment in
regard to the sliding scale tariff, it was not
possible for those Premier to amend the
Commonwealth Bill. One might well ask
oneself, supposing either New South Wales
or Victoria found under the constitution
as framed that they would suffer some
serious disability, whether they would
not find a way to alter it. I ani confident
they would. That brings me to to the
point with regardl to the sliding scale.
It would be important to know whether
the conditions which would be produced
by the sliding scale were fully realised
by the delegates 'of the Eastern colonies
at the Convention, when that scale was
discussed and put into the Bill, because
if they did realise its effects and did not
explain and point them out at the time,
I say it looks like a bit of conspiracy on
their part in putting Western Australia
into a very difficult position.

Mn. ILLINGWOETH: They did not
trouble themselves to conspire.

[81 MAY, 1900.] Second reading.
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MRs. HARPER: One of the delegates
who attended the Convention in Mel-
bourne has informed me that he ventured
to suggest there might be some difficulty
with regard to the effect of the sliding scale
on Western Australia, and that he was
immediately ",jumped on" by Mr. Reid
and informed thiat he knew nothing about
it. If those delegates did realise and did
not point out the effect of the sliding
scale in regard to Western Australia,
they were unfaithful to the position they
held as delegates; or if they did not
perceive the effect of the sliding scale,
that circumstance does not say much for
their fitness as delegates.

MR. 11LINGWORTH: That provision
was framed by a lawyer.

MR. HARPER: Whoever framed the
provision, it. was discussed at the Con-
vention, and we know the Treasurers of
the several colonies were there.

MR. ILLINVoBTE : Where were our
delegatesP

MR. HARPER: That is no answer to
the point I am stating. One or two
remarks which fell from the Premier in
this House the other evening, as well
as somne omissions, deserve notice. One
omission is that the Premier never indi-
cated one of the most important effects
which federation will have on this colony;
that is. the effect it will have on the public
works policy of the Government. If our
finances become strained under federation,
that effect mnust reflect on our public
works ; and it is neceesary we should be
fully informed by the Premier, at any into,
of his views on that subject. In regard to
the Enabling $111 now before uLs, the
conditions of the question having been
altered, as I reinarked before, I ami going
to offer no opposition to the Bill: htit ITant
not going, and I hope inany on this side
of the House as well asi on the other side
are not going to accept the Bill as it is,
as has been assumed by lion. members
opposite, without any attempt at altera-
tion. The federal party have been allowed
free scope, and have stated over and over
again that an enormous majority of the
people in this colony are in favour of
federation under the terms of the Bill.
In fact, I .think they have constantly
prompted the politicians iii the Eastern
colonies to believe that only about 10 per
cent. of the people in this colony are
opposedl to tihe Bill as it stands. The

time has coine now when we shall ask
those advocates of federation to, prove
their contention; and I hope this rouse
will demand such. a, positive proof of it
that there can be no mnistake in the
future. The amendment which I hope
will be moved will he to the effect that
not less than 50 per cent. of the voters in
this colony shall -register their -votes in
favour of the Commonwealth Bill. There
can be no doubt whatever then about
their decision. This amendment may be
opposed by hon. members opposite, but
our reply will be:. You say that 90 per
cent., or say even 70 per cent,, of the
people in the colony are in favour of
federation under the terms of the Bill;
therefore all we ask is that you bring up
at least 50 per cent. of the voters, to
establish you r doctrine. It will be surely
unwise for this country, being in the
exceptional position in, which everyone in
authority has recognised it to be in, it
will surely be most improper to permit
this question of federation under the
terms of the Bill to be carried by a
hare majority of those who vote on it.
The position as between the federal
leaders and the opponents of federation
is that the former say:- " Rush into this;
never mind protecting youtrselves; throw
yourselves entirely upon the generosity of
those in the East. If you do not, take
care of the penalties. We appeal to your
timidity, your terror-to the penalties
you will incur." Those who oppose
federation say :- " Stand to your guns
and defend your own rights, and do not
leave that to other people to do for you.
If you leave that to others, you deserve
to stiffer." That will be the issue before
the people: Are you going to throw the
whole of your sovereign rights into the
bands of someone else, or will you hold
them yourselves and see that you get fair
value for themf? That,lImaintain, is the
question which will he fought, out in the
cou ntry, anti I have very great hope that
the people of this colony will prefer to
adhere to the spirit of the nice, and to
hold their own.

Ma. HASSELL (Plantagenet) ; Al-
though an anti-federalist, I intend to
vote, and always have intended to vote,
for the Bill going to the people. I con-
sider the Government made a6 great
mistake last session in not allowing it to
go to the people, and had I been here

Second readbig.
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then, I should have voted for its being
sent to the people.

MR. MORAN : We all voted last session
for sending the Bill to the people.

MR. A. POSHEST: The Bill providing
for the referendum was passed by this
House.

THE MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
H. B. Lefroy): U p to the present time,
this question of federation never seems to
bare been properly put before the country.
The hon, member who has just sat down
states he will vote on this occasion for
the Commonwealth Bill1 being referred to
the people of the colony, and at the same
time chiarges the Government with having,
in the last session of Parliament, pre-
vented its being placed before the people.
Of course, opponents of the Government
will always take up a cry such as that,
and if by any means the object the Gov-
ernment desire has not been obtained,
will s~i the Gover-nnient must be dis-
tinctly to blame for it, and that no
other section of the community should
share the blame. I canl assure hon. mem-
bers that it was the desire of the Premier,
who took the most prominent part with
regard to federation last session, and also
the desire of several other mnembers of the
Cabinet, that nothing should be done to
prevent the Commonwealth Bill being
referred to the vote of the people. The
Premier chiefly comes in for blame in this
matter; hut any blame that may be east
on the Premier is, I can assure the
House, borne equally by his colleagues in
the Cabinet. As a rule, the Premier, as
the leader of the Government, is always
the Minister most fired at by those
directly opposed to thle Government;
but on this question I believe there
was no intention, on the part of the
Government as represented by the Pre-
mier, of preventing the Commonwealth
Bill from going to the vote of the
people. The Enabling Bill of last
session was defeated in another plaee;
but in that connection I should like hon
members, instead of making bald asser-
tions through the Press and on the public
platforms, to prove those assertions in
some way, to show distinctly to the
people by some means other than simple
assertion that the Government did any-
thing to prevent the Bill from going to
the people as the people desired.

MR. GREGORY: The Bill would not go
to the people now but for the separation
movement.

THE MINISTER OF MINES: I con-
sider the refusal by this House last
session to grant the petition from the
federal party in this colony was a blunder.
I admit it was a blunder. Had there
been a little more consideration given to
the question at the time, the petition
would not have been opposed; because,
only a few minutes before, this Rouse
had agreed to send the Commonwealth
Bill to a vote of the people. After a,
division had taken place on that question,
which terminated weeks and weeks of
discussion, the House was no doubt in a,
somewhat excited state, and without
further debate on the subject, the memn-
ber for Albany (Mr. Leakc) asked the
Speaker to put the question of which that
hon. member had given notice.

THE PREMIER: And he did that to get
it off the Notice Paper.

MR. LEASE: Your colleague in the
Council did the same thing, voted against
it.

THE MINISTER OF MINES: The
member for Albany asked the Speaker to
put the question moved by him; and he
did that, as the Premier says, to get the
question off the Notice Paper. Had the
Government and other members on this
side of thae House had sufficient time
to consider that question, I feel quite
confident the prayer of the petition
would not have been refused by this
House; that those who voted for sending
the Comm nonwealth Bill to the people, and
for the people being asked whether they
desired certain aniendnicnts made in the
Bill, would have been found voting on
this question with the member for
Albany. It was admitted hy the Speaker
that there was no necessity to put the
quesition when it was moved by the hon.
member, because the Speak-er said the
question at issue had already been
decided by the House. [THE; PREMIER:-
Hear, hear.] However, of course, very
naturally this incident was used by the
opponents of the Government, and used
not only here in Perth, but all over
the colony wherever the opponents of
the Government went, although certain
members of the Government were perhaps
just as much in favour of federation on
equitable terms as were the Opposition.
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The Government have been charged with
changing front on this question. [Ma.
tArn:- Hear, hear.] I think the term
"Government" is used too often in
discussing this question of federation,
which has not been taken up as a
party question in any of the Australian
colonies. I believe I am correct in stating
it has always been agreed by the various
Cabinets that federation should not be
considered a party question, and that
bon. members should vote on the subject
as they thought best.

.MR. GREGoony: And when did you
submit the Enabling BillP This is the
first time an Enabling Bill 'has been
before us.

Tanc MINISTER OF MINES: We
had an Enabling Bill before us four years
ago. I shall have something to say
about that Enabling Bill directly-that
Bill to enable this colony to send dele-
gates to the Convention in the East.

MR. G&EGooRY : That is another matter.
TunE MINIST ER OF MINES: And

that Enabling Bill provided for the Corn-
inonwealth Enabling Bill. But owing to
certain events which happened, it was
impossible to give effect to the machinery
provided by that Act. However, it
would have been nmuch better if the
Government had not been so frequently
alluded to in the discussions on this
federal question. By both sides of the
House it was agreed that this was not to
be a party question; yet, strange. to say,
there is no subject we have had to
consider that has been made more of
a. party question than this question
of federation. We have found persons
of all shades of opinion with regard
to federation sitting on the other
(Opposition) side of the House; and yet
at the same time, no matter what cropped
up, they were always opposed to the
Government. The member for East Fro-
mantle (Mr. Hohmes), in speaking last
night, attacked the Premier on every
point~he could possibly raise with regard
to this question of federation.

MR. KENGSNILL: Then he must have
made a long speech.

Tanc MINISTER OF MINES: And
what did the Premier endeavour to do ?
What any statesman would do in the
position he occupies, and with the respon-
sibility cast upon anyone who is the

Premier of a colony like Western Aus-
tralia ?

bin. LEASE: - Lost his temper.
THE MINISTER OF MINES: He

tried to get the best terms lie could for
the colony. In this connection no one
has worked harder or longer in the
interests of Western Australia than has
the leader of the present Government.
A very much greater responsibility rests
on the, shoulders of those who have to
administer the affairs of the colony than
rests on those sitting in opposition. The
Government supporters in this colony
feel their responsibilities thoroughly, and
none feel those responsibilities more than
Ministers themselves. Everyone admits
that with regard to this question Western
Australia is in a very different position
from any of the other Australian colonies;
and having admitted that after careful
consideration, and after look ing at all the
different phases of the question, 'jt was
considered, I believe by a large ma"jority
of this House, that if we were to
enter the federation on the terms laid
down in the Commonwealth Bill, Western
Australia would he involved in a consider-
able loss. This colony, on the introduction
of responsible government, and after
the discovery of gold, entered upon
a new life, and till quite recently very
few persons here interested themselves in
tho political life of the country; and I
may safely say that four years ago, when
this question of federa~tion came up in the
House, and when the Premier asked the
House to agree to an Enabling Bill to
allow this colony to elect ten delegates to
proceed to the Convention to be held in
another colony for the purpose of framing
a Commonwealth Bill, the members of
this House scarcely considered the ques-
tion. At that time the member for East
Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) represented the
whole of the Eastern goldfields; the
member for Central Murchison (Mr.
fllingworth) represented the whole of the
Murchison goldfields ; and we had another
goldfields member mn the House represent-

ing Pilbarra. The question of federation
had never been thought of, or at all events
was little spoken of in Western Aums-
tralia; and I believe the sole object this
House had in passing that Enabling Bill
to permit the House to elect delegates to
the Federal Convention, was that this
colony should be represented in an all.
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important matter like this, and so that
the delegates might have an opportunity
of exercising their influence in framing a
Bill under which, it was hoped, we as a
colony would some time or other federate.
There is not the slightest doubt, when
that Bill came before the House, that is
what was prominent in the minds of hon.
-members. No doubt there were a few
ardent federalists in the House, men who
would have adopted federation at any
price. All members of the House were
at that time imbued with the federal
sentiment, but they did not treat the
matter seriously, and I am certain they
did not believe Western Australia,
would be able to join the Common-
wealth save in the distant future.
Moreover, I believe there were many
members in the House who did not
consider that the discussions that were
likely to take place at the Convention
would eventuate in Australian federation.
We all knew there was a great deal of
opposition, at the time, in the other
colonies to this question, and it was
generally believed that New South Wales,
the mother colony, would not be prepared
to enter into federation at that time.
But the Convention took place, and I am
pleased to say the other colonies have
decided to accept federation. I am very
pleased to say that they have come
together in a spirit of compromise and
agreed to federate, and that federation is
almost an accomplished fact. The bon.
member for Central Murchison (Mr.
flhingworth) last night stated that a very
serious mistake had been made in this
question not having been submittedl to
the people four years ago, and the lion.
member was not quite certain as to the
date, but he decided eventually that it
was four years ago. I believe the hon.
member's mind went back to the time
when the Federal Enabling Bill was
before the House. I amu glad the hon.
member admits that he made a mistake
on that occasion, but I hope the bon.
member has not told the people in the
country in the past that that mistake was
made by this House, without admitting at
the same time that he was instrumental
innmalcing that mistake.

Tau PREMIER: He never would tell
them that, I am certain.

THE MINISTER OF MINES:- I hope
that hion, gentleman (Mr. Xllingworth)

will not tell the people in the future that
a grave mistake was made, without telling
the people that he assisted in making that
mistake.

MR. LEAnE: What mistake was thatP
THE MINISTER OF MUNES:- The

mistake of allowing delegates to be
elected by the House and not by the
people. The member for Albany, unfor-
tunately, was not in the country at the
time when this discussion took place. I
am sorry he was not here, because, no
doubt, he would have been able to assist
us in the matter. I am referring to this
subject at present because the member
for Central Murchison has never taken
-up a decided party opinion in regard to
the question: he has eudeavoured to be
as fair in regard to it as possible. I hope
he will be as fair in the future as he has
been in the past in dealing with it and
that if any mistakes are made, he will
admit that hie helped to make those
mistakes. Just the same as when a6 very
gross mistake was made in the House
some years ago-I refer to the dual title
question -the hon. member, I hope, will
admit in the future that he made a
mistake on that question.

MR. ILLINGwORTH: Be has never yet
admitted that he made that mistake.

THE MINISTER OF MINES: Open
confession is good for the soul, and I
know the hon. member is a righteous
Man.

MR. KINGSKhILL: Surely you are not
using that as an argument against
him ?

THE MINISTER OF MINES: The
lion. member said last night that there
was a distinct attempt four years ago-
the very time the Enablig Bill was
before the House-to keep this question
back from the people, and he twitted the
Rouse with not sending delegates elected
by the people to the Convention. The
hon. member distinctly twitted the House
with that; but the hon. member ought to
have humbled himself before the House
last night, and told hon. members that he
was one of those who helped to make the
mistake.

THE PREmiER: - That is it.
THE MINISTER OF MINES: The

hion. member said the question was not
taken seriously, and that if the voice of
the people had been sought, a serious
intention would have been realised. The
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hon, member said that the voice of the
people had not been sought on the ques-
tion; that if Parliament had decided that
the delegates should be elected by the
people, and the question had been brought
forward seriously, the people of the
colony would have realised. that there
was something serious in the question;
they would have risien to the occasion,
considered the subject, and would have
been in a bett4 position even now to
judge of the question than what has been
the case durin the last four years. The
Enabling Bill1 was introduced by the
leader of the Government nearly four
years ago-on the let October, 1896.
The member for Central Murchison, who
was then leading the Opposition in the
House, I think, in the magnanimous way
mn which he generally accepts matters of
this kind, stated he considered the ques-
tion should not be treated as a party one.
I regret that those who have been leading
the movement during the last four years
have not taken up federation in the spirit
that the member for Central Murchison
did on that occasion. But what did the
member for Central Murchison say in
congratulating the Premier on introduc-
ing the Bill? He said:

I think that in all probability the Premier
has voiced the sentiment of this House, and
that there is not likely to be much, if any,
divergence of opinion in reference to the Bill.
The hon. gentleman had voiced the
opinions of the 'House and the country
in proposing that the delegates to the
Convention should be elected by Parlia-
ment! The lion. member for Central
Murchison went on to say:-

This is not a patty question, but a national
question, and as such I think we shall be able
to approach it.

I regret to say that although we ap-
proached itso on that occasion, members of
the House have not continued in the same
straight road that they gave promise of
in the first instance. The hon. member
also said:

At first I had a strong feeling in favour of
the proposal which suggested that the people
of the colony should decide this question.
While I would have preferred that their repre-
sentatives should have been chosen by the
people-

The hon. meniber had it in his mind
then:
I amn fully prepared to waive the point.

The hion. member for Central Murchison
concluded by saying:-
I trust this Bill will pass without opposi-
tion, and that the choice of representatives
will be mnade with wisdom and judgment.
And what was the discussion on the
Bill ? Two or three members alone
spoke, and when the House went into
Committee did any hon. member move
any amendment in the direction referred
to by members of this House during the
last day or so ? No ; the Bill -was
allowed to pass without debate or
amendment. I hope members of this
House at that time, and the member for
Central Murchison especially, will re-
mnember this when they discuss the
federal question beore their constituents
in the near future,

MR. ILLINGOOTH: Will YOU give me
a train upP

THrE MINISTER OF MINES: There
has never been an attempt by the
Government of the country to keep this
matter from the consideration of the
people.

Mr. GREGORtY: Question?
THE, MINISTER OF MINES: There

never has been any attempt. The duty
of the Govern ment was to see that every
issne was placed before the people of the
country as clearly as it could be. In
Western Australia. we were new to
political life; our position was different
from that of the other colonies, or I might
say was different from the position of those
who represented the people in the other
colonies. There are men in the other
colonies whose whole life has been spent
in politics, I might atlso say mien who are
ornaments to Australia as statesmnen.
When it was decided to send delegates
to the Convention to discuss the question
of the Commonwealth Bill, it was difficult
to find persons who were. in a position to
discuss the question with the statesmen
of the other colonies. It is no shame to
the statesmnen of this colony to say this:
they are not less brainy and intelligent
than people in the other colonies, but
the people of this colony had not had
the same education in these matters that
the people of the Eastern colonies had
had. I maintain that if the members
who represented Western Australia at
the two or three Conventions which led
up to the acceptance of the Common-
wealth BIiUl, as it has now ibeen passed by
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the other colonies and accepted by the
Imperial Parliament, had assisted the
Premier with their brains and intelli-
gence, the position of Western Australia
would be very different from what it is,
There is not the slightest doubt, everyone
can recognise it and see for themselves in
readin~g the debates, that the Premier of
the colony threw his whole soul and
interest iito the Bill and did all he could,
but he would have had to be a giant
indeed who could fight single-handed the
statesmen of the other colonies.

MR. KINosmr.L: Were they opposed
to one another ?

THE MINISTER OF MINES: There
is not the slightest doubt about it, the
Statesmen of the other colonies were a hit
too much for the representatives that
went fromn Western Australia.

MR. MORAN: Hence the sliding scale.
Tfan MINISTER OF MINES : The

right hon. genitleman at the head of the
Government will bear me out in what I
say.

Tan: PREMIsR : There is no doubt
about it, they all hung on to their own
colonies.

Tani MINISTER OP MINES: There
is not the slightest doubt about it. When
members come into this House, they do
their best for the constituencies thiey
represent: that is the main idea.

Mu. D. FORREST: They would not
come back again if they did not.

THiE MINISTER OF MINES:. I
believe hon. members are sufficiently
national in their ideas not to sacrifice
everything for their constituents. At the
Same time when members come into the
House, they even fight for the interests
of their constituencies.

Mu. MouAN : During the last session,
mnore especially.

Tus. MINISTER OF MINES : No
doubt they are quite right in doing that,
and more power to them; as time member
for Pilbarra just remarked. That is what
the representatives of the other colonies
were doing at the Convention. They-were
fighting all the time with the Sharpest
and keenest weapons at their command
for the colonies they represented, and
they arrived at a compromise by which
four or five of the colonies have now
agreed to go into federation; but I
am afraid Western Australia was left
out ini the cold to a very large extent.

If %ye had only admitted last session
that a Serious mnistake had been made
in the past, and had all decided to
work together with one mind to amiend
the Commonwealth Bill in the interests
of Western Australia; if the Opposi-
tion in this House, instead of making

Ithe question of federation a. party cry
to a. very large extent, had joined
hands with the Government, andI there
had been one unanimous voice from
this House and the Parliamient of the
country, asking the people to agree to
.certain amendments; or, even without
going to the people at all, if the unani-
mous voice of this House had gone forth,
proclaiming to the other colonies and to
the British House of Commons that we
were desirous of having certain small
amendments placed in this Commuon-
wealth Bill, which we considered would
be an advantage to the colony of Western
Austraia-not an undue advantage, but
one which it was only right we should
have, which we ought to have claimed,
and which all the most eminent men in
the other'colonies said this, colony really
deserved-

MR. GRgGoRzY: You could not have
got the amendments.

TaE MINISTER OF MINES:- I such
a course had been adopted, that advantage
could have been procured. It is no good
to prophesy now, for everything is over;
but these are my opinions, and I believe
the voice of this House would have had
enormous weight, if it had not been found
that the people of the colony were divided
on the question. However, now the ques-
tion is to go to the people of the country,
as I have always desired it should-and
I have always advocated that line of
action, whenever occasion offered in this
House--the subject should be thoroughly
explained. We in this colony hard a
mnajority of persons who come from the
Eastern colonies. They have been brought
up under the institutions of the Eastern
colonies; their homes have been there
till recently; the families of many of
them are there, and it is very natural
that their sentiments are, to a very large
extent, with those who are in the Eastern
colonies. The time will soon come when
these people will he assimilated with the
rest of the inhabitants of Western Aus-
trali 'a, and these feelings, which I am.
sorry to say exist at present, will then
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cease. Still, these feelings exist to a
very large extent, and a great number
of the people in Western Auistalia, when
they see the other colonies from which
they have come federating, say, ". Whyshould we be cut apart, fromn them?
Why should we be separated in this
great national movement F" I am pleased
to find that those who were most anti-
federal in their views are prepared to let
the people of the colony have a voice in
this matter. I am not going to discuss
the pros and cons of federation at the
present tunie. I listened with the greatest
pleasure to the very able speech delivered
on this question last night by the hon.
member for East Coolgarclie (Mr. Moran).
The hon. member out-did himself on that
occasion. He was serious and earnest,
and I think the speech he gave -will be
a very useful passage for persous inter-
ested in this qluestion to read and
thorougly digest. To combat the state-
mkents made by the lion. mnember would
take long, as long as the lion. member
took to deliver them, and no one at
the present timne in this House seemis
desirous of combating them. The hon.
mnember--I am sorry for him-chiefly
delivered that speech because he wanted
to sJpeak to those whom he repre-
sented, and -who, he was afraid, would
not give him a hearing at the present
time. But the [ion. member will have a
hearing. The people lie represents and
has represented for some years in this
colony will give himu a. hearing, and I ami
quite confident they will allow him to
explain to themn his views on this great
national matteer. As we are about to
pass this Enabling Bill, and the question
is going to the people of the colony for
their decision "1yes"~ or ' no," now is the
time when it is the duty of every memiber
in -the House, no mnatter of what shade of
opinion, to do all he can to place before
the people hie represents his views of the
exact position the people will be in with
regard to federation. Now is the
time for placing the matter before the
people of the colony. I consider that the
time to a very large extent has been
wasted in the past. The people had not
grasped the fadt that they were likely to
have the right to say " yes" or " no"~ to
the adoption of this Commonwealth Bill.
Such right will be accorded them, and
now they know that perhaps only a nionth

or two will pass before they will have an
opportunity of giving their verdict on thE
question, I hope they will rise to the occa.
sion, and all take an interest in it, and bN
anxious to hear all about the subject
because I maintain there are very fe~w
people indeed in Western Austrafia whc
know what the outcome of this p-eat
federal movement will be. In fact, therE
is no one who knows exactl y, no one who
can explain to the people exactly whal
the position is going to be. A lot ol
work will have to be done, and numerous
arrangements mnade after we accept feder.
ation, and no one knows whait will be tbc
position of each separate State in this
great Auistraliah union.

MR. ]KIN oSWIL: Hear, hear.
Mn. MoR~s4. A plunge in the dark.
THKE MIYSTER 0OF MINES: I wish

to impress on the House that having
reached this point, it is now our duty to,
as far as Our abilities will allow, place
this matter before the people Of the
colony dispassionately anid clearly, and
without bias in one direction or theother,
and let them have the decision as the
country desircs they shall. As when this
question originated in the House it was
looked upon by the then leader of the
Opposition as a national movement, and
not a party movement, I hope that now,
after four years of consideration, the
leaders of thought on the Opposition side
of the House will not make it a party
question, but will, according to their
lights, place clearly before the people of
the country, without reference to the
Government or to party, exactly what
their position will be under this Connon-
wealth of Australia. There is much to
think about, and much that we really
want under this Bill; very much we
would have liked to have to help Western
Australia as a unit in the great Australian
federation; but I amn of opinion that we
have to seriously consider this point at
the present timte: are we going to lose
more than we will gain by keeping out of
this federation nowP

Mx. MORAN:- That is the point.
THux MINISTER OF MINES:- Yes;

that is the point. That is the question
wve have to apply ourselves to, and that is
the question we must, as far as we pos-
sibly can, place before the country. I
trust that when it is submitted to the
people, as I hope it will be, every mvember
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.f the House will deal with it in the same
nanner as I have on this occasion, and
hat it will be viewed not as an Opposi-
ion move, or as a Government move, but
,a a great national question, in which
tot only this House, but every man,
voman and child in this country is
uterested,

MR. Q UINLA N (Toodyay):- Although
-have not spoken before on the subject
hiring this session, I do not intend to
respass very long upon the time of hon.
nembers. I have been, and am still,
)pposed to federation, and I think I gave

nreasons last session. I confess at
)nce that I was one of the minority Who
ipposed the Bill being submitted to the
)eople. I did it for the reason that I
6mn earnestly opposed to federation, and I
-epreseut a constituency in which I
7entuve to say not half a. dozen votes will
)e procured in favour of federation. I
'epeat that I am still of opinion that it
viii be detrimental to the best interests
)f Western Australia for us to join the
'ederation at the present time. The
n'igin of our trouble is the fact that this
Parliament, or the Parliament of 1896,
indertook to elect representatives out of
ts own body. If the representatives of
,his colony had been elected b y the
eople, the represeiltatives who would
nave been appointed certainly would have
adtended to their duties better than did
1he body of delegates chosen.

Mn. ILLINiwonTu: There would not
iave been a picnic then.

Mn. QUJINLAN: There can be no
ioubt, at any rate to my mind, that the
nembers who were delegated from this
olony neglected their duty, with the

mxception, I admit, of the Premier himself.
Phe Premier has not had a commercial
;rainiing, and, while I acknowledge his
;preat ability on many matters, I am of
)pinion that if the Premier had had a
-ommercial training, we would have
liad better terms than we were offered.
[nstead of having the sliding scale we
would have been assured of protection for
wime years fixed, and I venture to say
that the absence of such protection is the
principal flaw in the Bill, so far as
Western Australia, is concerned. How-
3ver, the chief point conf routing the
Rlouse at the present time is what shall
be the condition under which the question
3hall be submitted to the people for their

vote. To my mind, the change in our
constitution is such a. very great one that
at least a considerable proportion of the
people on the roll which will be prepared
for this purpose should vote in favour of
federation-not, in my opinion, the mere
majority of one. It is provided in the
Municipal Act that when tiny attempt to
raise a loan is made, a vote shall be taken,
and there shiall be not less than one-third
in favour. I do not suggest that plan
should be adopted in its entirety on the
federation question, but I hope lion.
members will at least see the importance
of such a vast change in the constitution,
and will he so reasonable as to allow
some such condition as that one-half of
the people shall not be ruled by a majo-
rity of one only. At any rate, the result
of the action taken last session in regard
to this Commonwealth Bill has done a
great deal of good, because, had the Bill
been submitted then, there is no doubt
it would have been carried, and we know
there has been a, change of feeling in
regard to federation. In my humble
opinion, I believe federation will be
rejected by the people, who realise the
fact that the terms arc not such as we
would be warranted in accepting; and it
must also be borne in mind that, while I
believe in federation, the fact is, as has been
provided in the Bill, this colony can join
at a future time on the sliding-scale tariff
condition. Anyone who knows anything
about commercial matters must be aware
of the disturbance and disorganisation of
trade which would result fromi the carry-
tug out of such a proposal. A merchant
or an importer who has to do with
customns business can vouch for what J
say in this respect; and therefore I hold
that while we may be able to join at a.
future time, we are justified in reject-
ing the present terms offered. I am
also aware of the fact that the Federal
Parliament will have power at a, future
time to accept this colony; and I firmly
believe that Parliament Will realise the
importance of having Western Australia
in the union, and that instead of having
to ask concessions from the other colonies,
these concessions will be readily offered
by them. I will go so far as to say it
has been proved by our own G-overnment
Actuary that there will be a. loss of about
£300,000 per annum on the basis of the
present population; but let the Federal
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Parliament offer this colony the amount
we would lose in five years, and then I
should he one to -undertake the risk of
joining.

MR, ILLINQWORTH: That was offered,
and you rejected it.

Mit. QUINtAN:- It -was proposed by
the Adelaide delegates to offer something
like £250,000 per annum, which is proof
that in the minds of people outside the
colony there is present the importance of
doing something for this country on
account of its unique position.

MR. Moiz&N: And the value of it as
a market.

Mn. QUINLiAN: And the value of
this colony as a market for the produce
of the Eastern colonies. I believe the
reason which actuated the Premier in
rejecting such a proposal was, so far as I
can gather, the loss of prestige whicha we
would suffer.

MR. MORAN: We were too purse-
proud.

MR. QUJINLAN: We are prepared to
sink prestige and accept the dollars. A
mistake was no doubt made in rejecting
that suggestion, because the terms, judg-
ing fromn those given to South Australia,
which seemed to lie more in sympathy
with us, were those which ought to have
been accepted and wonld have been
granted. I know it can be argued by
those in favour of federation that there is
a risk that, while we stand out, the tariff
a -t any time may he made free-trade, or
reduced in such a way as to cause us to
lose that or a similar amount; but I do
not think it at all likely that a free-trade
Governmnent will be in power in this
colony at any time, and therefore there
is not much fear on that score. The
other colonies, if we stand out, will soon
be offering the terms which were pe
viously suggested by the South Australian
delegates. The transcontinental railway
has also been referred to, and it has been
said that this will at once be conceded.
But we have no assurance whatever,
because, as pointed out by previous
speakers, changes of Government are fre-
quent. at any rate in the other colonies,
and the Government in to-day may be out
to-morrow; and, therefore, we cannot
accept an assurance of the kind as of any
value so far as this colony is concerned.
In 1894, when addressing the electors of
West Perth, I said I believed that if

this colony entered federation we wo,
be the greatest losers in the beginni
ajad the greatest gainers hereafter. I s
believe that, but we have not reached t:
stage. In my opinion, we have not si
a population as would warrant us in jo
ing hands with the stronger and rie'
partners; and I hope that when
question goes to the people they i
realise the difference between the circu
stances of this colony and the circui
stances of the other parts of Austra
I agree entirely with the member
East Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) in
reference he made to our value in ret
ence to the other colonies for defa
purposes. That seems a very import
matter to the other colonies, and I hi
no doubt whatever, assuming we do:
ljoin at this stage, that the other colon
would be only too glad to welcome us
that ground alone. Without West
Australia, the derence of the contin
cannot be made cornplete; and theref
I say we hold the natural key to1
position, and that sooner or later th e ot
colonies will concede the intercolonial r,
way and the tariff conditions we des
The recent action of the colonies in res~p
to our -demand or wish for the ni
steamers to call at Fremantle appears
me to show that they are not altoget
in sympathy with us, and forms an obji
lesson as to the sympathy and supp
we may expect in any. matter concern
this colony particularly. It has b,
repeatedly urged by those in favour
federation, and has been proclaimned fr
the beginning of the discussion on
question, that our joining the un
would be the mneans of increasing
population and bringing about chi
living; and I will only refer to thoset
items for the moment. So far as-
increase of population is concerned
cannot see any inducement in federat
to that end. The greatest attraction t
country is its mineral resources, and at
the discovery of the goidfields here
have only raised a population of 17O,(
people. Considering that the mine
resources are the greatest attraction, ii
likely that the mere fact of this coh
being part and parcel of fed~rn
Australia will induce people of the ot
colonies to leave their holdings and sel
here ? It is hardly likely that would
the result, considering the people hi
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robably been born and bred in the other
olonies and have their families there,
und while they are able to get a living in
heir own places they will hardly elect to
oove about. It is not customary, at any
ate, for settled people with families to
aiove about, because as a rule it is acknow-
edged that "a rolling stone gathers
10 HM'. It may be that young and
'enturesome people will come to the
:oldfields, but it is hardly likely we will
,et the increase of population as foretold
)y federal advonites. To my mind we
iave now the best means of inducing
)eople to comne to the colony, and we
,now full well what slow increase in popu-
%tion there has been. As to living, I con-
ider the principal items of daily domestic
ise are cheaper in this colony than in the
othor colonies. There are, it is true, some
Loins which possibly are dearer; but, as
,whole, the tariff makes these articles

lienper here than elsewhere. That
'esult, I admit, was brouight about
)y the Opposition, and I give them
xredit for it. They were the -means of
)ringing such influence to bear that
he Government remitted somne duties
vhich were certainly too high. The
ederal tariff will, in all probability, be
mi the scale of the highest prevailing in
l.ustralia; and considering the high
-arif, especially in Victoria, we know
That to expect should this colony join
'ederation. Therefore, I think the Legis-
ative Council did good work in rejecting
;he measure passed last session here,
.keause, by that action, time has been
7iven to the people for reflection, and a,
.hange of opinion has come about. I
jave already heard it said that there are
ni this colony candidates for both Houses
,f the Federal Parliament who, if they
ire elected, are going to practise their
p)rofessions in the other colonies. I
know there is an ambition to represent
this colony in the Federal Parliament on
the part of some persons who have not
sispennyworth of interest here ; and,
therefore, we know what to expect from
those who have their relatives, property,
tand interests in the other colonies, when
nnce they are elected for six years. They
-ire assured of that six years of office,
and will be able to make provision for
themselves from the mere fact of being
representatives of this colony; and that
will be a great advantage, especially

to those who are in professional occu-
pations. I state, as a fact, that I know
of candidates who a-re intending to offer
themselves with that object in view.
Further than that, if the people vote for
federation, the vote is likely to be the
str-ongest on the goldfields; and we may
rest assured that, once elected, federal
representatives having gone from here
with their £400 a year. it will be "1God
help) Western Australia." I am earnestly
opposed to federation, and anything I
can do to prevent that measure being
passed I shall endeavour to do, and will
show my side of the question, with all
respect to those who hold contrary views.

MnP. OATS (Yilgarn):- I have said very
little on federation from the start, either
outside or inside the House, but I think
it amy duty to give expression to iny
general views on the matter. Since the
Commonwealth Bill has been before the
House, I have studied it -fromn all stand-
points as best I can, though I know such
a measure requires a legal mind to grasp
all the points. I have, however, heard the
opinions of people on the Bill, both inside
the House and outside, and I have formed
a fixed opinion as to -what is to the best
interests of Western Australia. Not even
the eloquence of the inember for East
Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) can swerve tue
from that fixed idea. I -consider hon.
members have been called together to con-
sider the Enabling Bill. I think we have
tallied enough aboult the Commonwealth
Bill. It was passed here last session with
certain amendments; it went to another
place and was thrown out. I am. glad to
hear it is expected that during this
piresent session the expression of opinion
in the Council will be different from what
it was then. I am pleased the Premier
has promised this Bill shall go to the
people, and that everyone will have
an opportunity to vote. I admired the
Mlinister of Mines to-night for the straight
and honourable way in which he spoke to
this question, although I disagreed with
him on one point. When the Common-
wealth Bill was first introduced to Aus-
tr-alia, I consider the people of Western
Australia were quite as competent to give
an opinion as those of the other colonies.
WhyP Because at least 100,000 of the
people in this colony at that time hiad
come from the other colonies, and had
been educated there; and why should
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thev have been debarred from voting
ait that timeP Generally speaking I am
quite in accord with the Minister of Mines.
However, I have always felt very strongly
on the manner in which the delegates
wore appointed to the Federal Conven-
tions, and not so strongly on that as on
the manner in which the delegates worked
at those Conventions, This colony spent
£4,000 to sendthem there, and the Premier
no doubt did great and good work at the
Conventions; but I think his duty was
to call the delegates together in caucus,
and to discuss the wants of Western
Australia, [Mn. ILLINOWOETH: Hear,
hear.] I have not heard of one caucus
of the delegates sent from this colony.

MR. Mo,&AN: Spell it c-o-r-k-e-r-s.
Mn. OATS: My dlear boy, do not teach

me how to spell a word. The member
for East Coolga rdie is the greatest inter-
jector in this House, except the Premier;
and while I might be assisted by the hon.
member, I trust lie will allow me to
proceed without interruption. I contend
the delegates who went to the Conference
should have met in council and threshed
out the pros and cons8, for there were
plenty of brainy men there. The Premier,
who was present, could have insisted on
the other delegates attending, or else it
was his duty to have come back here and
to have told us they would not do their
duty. I know he said that, later on, but
I think he should have said it at the
beginning. The Premier has said on
several occasions that the amendments
required by Western Australia, if intro-
duced in a proper manner at the
Conventions, would probably have been
accepted; therefore our delegates did not
do their duty. The Federation ]Bill has
now been before this and the Upper
House, and has failed so far as Parlia-
mient is concerned;, therefore I say the
hiighest tribunal, the great people of
Western Australia, are those who should
long ago have been asked their opinion.
I am pleased that hon. members think
thle Bill will be sent to the people, what-
ever hon. members' opinions may be.
The people should now have their say.
ILet me tell hon. members the result of
this throwing over of the Bill. What
did it brine about ? A separation cry on
the goldfields, and quite right too. It
wanttd a lever like that to move the

people and to move the Government, a
I think it has moved them both.

MR. MORAN: Hear, hear. Leave I
alone now.

Ma. OATS: T am talking of sepai
tion. Those 29,000 people on the go]
fields who signed that petition to ti
House, or the majority of them, WE
good and true men, who were loyal to 11
colony, loyal to a united Australia, &
loyal to the Empire; and I say they ha
been treated in a very disparaging mann,
Moreover, if this Bill be thrown o
again, either here or in the Upper Hon
I prophesy the result will be much mc:
serious than on the last occasion. I thi
a cry will go up from end to end
Western Australia which will cause mu
greater friction than has hitherto arist
I am very sorry indeed for the past fr
tion, and I want to see pacification, a
to see that every man shall be given t
right of a man to voice his own oplini
on this question at the ballot-box. I a
quite confident that will be done. I a
pleased the Prouder has taken the eta:
he has adopted. I hope the machine
of the election will be effective, and tb
every man and woman, as the Premu
has promised, will have a vote. That
all I have to say.

Question-that the Bill be now read
second time-put, and passed on t
voices.

IN COMMITTE.E.
Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2- Interpretation of terms:
THE PREMIER moved that, in t

definition of "Constitution," the wo
-"third " be struck out, and " fifth'" in84
ted in lieu; also that " if any " be stru
out. As it was known there would
amendments, it was useless to say
any."

Amendments put and passed,
Txaj PREMIER moved that there

added to the definition of " elector " t
words " Ior who is at such time the hold
of a voter's certificate issued under t
provisions of this Act." The amendne
would harmnonise with the clauses on t
Notice Paper giving facilities for voti
to persons not on the roll.

Amendment put and passed, and t
clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 3-Submission to the electors
THE PREMIER: As there was not t

reach time in which to make this subm
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sion to the electors, it would be -well for
the Committee to insert the date when the
referendum should be taken. As it must
he taken soon, it was not obvious why it
should be left to the Governor to proclaim
the date, as that would only mean delay.
He (the Premier) had been in communica-
tion with the Secretary of State in regard
to the probable time when the proclamna-
tion of the Constitution would be mnade;
and though unable to say when that pro-
clamation would tak-e place, he had been
informed the date would depend largely
on the time when the referendum was
taken in this colony, and he had been
urged to take the referendum as early as
possible. He had asked whether the
seventh of August-twa months after the
seventh of Juno proximo, by which time
the Bill doubtless would have become
law, would be a suitable time for the
referendum, and would meet with the .
approval of the Imperial Government;
if not, whether the home authorities would
make any suggestion; and he had re-
ceived the reply that if the referendium
could be taken and communicated to
London by the 7th of August, that would
suit thenImperial Government. Evidently
the best course was to insert the date in
this clause, unless bon.' members thought
two months too short a time mn which to
take the reference.

MR. IjnicE : Say "not later than."
TH-E PREMIER: The Imperial Govern -

went had requested expedition, therefore
we ought not to be later than that date.

MR. WILsox: Time would be required
to get in the returns.

TH E PREMIER -. If taken on that
date, die absence of returns would not
matter, because the Electoral Act pro-
vided that eatch polling place could
telegraph results. For the consideration
of the Committee, he would propose that
the words "1at a time to be fixed by the
Governor by proclamation in the Govern-
'ment Gazette " be struck out, and "1on the
seventh of August, one thousand nine
ltudred " inserted in lieu.

MR. WI~sow: What day would that beP
THE PREMIER: On a, Tuesday.

At 6-30, the CHAIRMAN left the Chair.

At 7130, Chair resumed.

THE PREMIER moved, as suggested,
that the words "1the time be fixed by

the Governor by proclamation published
in the Government Gazette" be struck

*out, and that "1on the seventh day of
August, 1900," be inserted in lieu.

Amendment put and passed.
Ma. ILiLINGWQRTH:- It was desir-

able that a public holiday should be
proclainied on that da-te.

THE PREMIER:- There would be a
public holiday on that date.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Clause 4.-Returning Officer:
Mn. LEAKE : Throughout the Bill,

certain things had to be done by assistant
returning officers.

THE PREMIER: Under the Electoral
Act there was power to appoint returning
officers.

MR. LEAKE: Paragraph 3 stated:-
"Every returning officer appointed uinder

the Electoral Act shall be an assistant re-
turning officer for the purposes of this Act."

THE PREMIER: The Government
had appointed, or were about appointing,
returning officers for every electoral dis-
trict under the Electoral Act. He would
look into the matter.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 5-agreed to.
Clause 6-Existing rolls to he used:
THx -PREMIER.- The reason why the

rolls mn existence at the time the Electoral
Act came into force, whichb was the 17th
of this month, were to be used was
because they were, ready; and the reason
why the electoral districts were made the
same as the electoral districts in the 1896
Act was because the rolls applied to
those districts. If we had to take the
new districts under the new Electoral Act,
new rails Would have to be compiled,
which would take along time, and nothing
would be gained, seeing that the vote was
not to be taken for districts, but for the
Whole colony. It Was 1110rs convenient
to deal with the rolls which were in
existence now.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 7-Method of voting in absence;

duty of assistant returning officer with
regard to the ballot-papers Of a bsenlt
voters:-

THEs PREMIER moved that after the
word "elector," in line 1, there be
inserted-

Whose name is on a roll existing for an
electoral district at the commencement of the
Electoral Act, i89).
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The reason for the amendment wag that a1
person who obtained a vote by certificate
would not be able to send his vote, for the
machiuery would be too troublesome. In
order to avoid any inconvenience, we must
have a good many polling places, and a
person who claimed a voter's certificate
would have to vote where he obtained it.
There would be no inconvenience if there
were several polling places. Of course
voters on the roll were in a different
position, and it had always been contended
that they should be able to send a vote.
We had machinery already in existence
for persons on the roll. Therefore we
would let them. utilise it if they so desired.

Amienilsnent put and passed.
THE PREMIER8 further moved that

the word "second," in the last line, be
struck out, and I"Ifourth " inserted in lieu.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 8 and 9-agreed to.
Clause 10 -Majority of voters. to

decide:
MR. MONGER,: There was an inten-

tion on his part to move that this cluse
be struck out, and a new one inserted in
lieu thereof. It would he as well under
the circumstances for him to formally
give notice, and then for progres to be
reported. The new clause would read as
follows: -

Unless the total number of electors record-
ing their votes in favour of the Constitution
shall eretied 51 per cent. of the electors on the
rolls, the Constitution shall be deemed to be
rejected, and no further action shall be takent
under the provisions of this Act.
He formally moved that the present
clause be struck out, and the one lhe had
just read be inserted in lieu.

TnE CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
could move that the present clause he
struck out, but a new clause must be
dealt with after the others were disposed
of.

MR. MORAN: It would meet the
wishies of a great majority, or a majority,
if we reported progress at this stage,
before striking out the clause.

THE PREMIER: This question might
be postponed.

Ma. MORAN: There was a desire on
his part to have it postponed, because he
knew that the member for North Mar-
cbision. (Mr. Moorhead), who was a mover
in this matter, intended, to speabk with

some considerable force on this question;
and he (Mr. Moran) deemned it to be of
sufficient importance for a, little notice to
be given to the Rouse. The subject
would require a little debate, perhaps,
and we ought to allow the lion. member
ft be present. He would as~k whether, in
order to obtain a6 fairly full House to
deal with this great question, we could
postpone the clause. He moved. that it
be postponed until after the consideration
of the remaining clauses of the Bill.

Motion for postponement of clause put
and passed.

Clauses 11, 12, and 13-agreed to.
New Clause-Voters' certificates:
THrE PREMIER moved that the follow-

ing be added to the Bill, to stand as
Clause 7:

(0.) Any adult person of either sex, being
a natural born or naturalised subject of Her
Majesty and not subject to any legal incapacity,
who has resided in Western Austrailia for
twelve months, but whose name is not on any
roll existing at the commencement of "The
Electoral Act, 1899," may obtain a voter's cer-
tificate on making an application therefor at
any polling place to the registrar or an assistant
registrar forl the electoral district in which
such person resides, in the form of the second
schedule hereto, at least two days before the
date of the submission.

(2.) A voter's certificate, and the counter-
foil thereof, shall be in the form of the third
schedule hereto, and shall be signed by the
electoral registrar or assistant registrar issuing
the same, and by the voter.

(3.) Voters' certificates issued for each elec-
toral district shall be numbered consecutively,
and lists containing corresponding niunibers,
with the name, residence, and occupation of
the voter set opposite each number, sall be
prepared by the registrar or assirstant registrar
for each polling place within each electoral
district.

(44) Any person to whom a voter's certificate
is issued may, on producing and delivering lLp
the same to the assistant returning officer or
other presiding officer, vote at the polling
place therein named within the electoral dis-
trict for which such certificate was issued, but
not elsewhere.

(5.) An assistant returning officer, or other
presiding officer, may require any person
claiming to vote as the holder of a voter's
certificate, before voting, to indoree his name
on the certificate.

(6.) Any person wilfully and knowingly
making a false statement in his application
for a voter's certificate shall be deemned to be
guilty of wilful and corrupt perjury, and may
be punished accordingly.
The new clause proposed was the same as
that of which lie had given notice, with
one or two slight amendments, which lbe
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would explain. He would ask that the 1neverV

clause be taken in paragraphs, so that lie fore th~
might deal with them separately. The The di
object of the clause was to allow every having
adult of either sex who had been twelve throng]
nionthis in the colony to vote on this tificates
referendum, if they were natural born or mont v
naturalised subjects of 'Her Majesty, and manyo
not subject to any ligal incapa-city. Of iso as t
course, those who were on the roll would those w
be enabled to vote in the usual way, and 1)~
provision being made for that in a clause utilised
already passed. A- person who was not the ele
on the roll, and who could qualify, would offices.
be able to get a voter's right by applying inents I
at places which would be designated, he won.
where an electoral registrar or assistant Imembe
registrar would issue such right. The days' li
person applying would have to sign his That p
mne on the form of application, and if and he.

ho made a false statement a, charge of a provi
peijury would apply, and punishment posedt
would be the same as for perjury. A wherec
voter's certificate issued to an applicant threed
would not only have the signature of enough
the electoral registrar, but also the MR.
signature of the bolder; and the holder enough
would be compelled to vote at the to hisi
place where the certificate was issued. If, Mni.
for instance, be obtained a certificate from in Vict
the registrar at the Perth Town Hall, he THE:
would have to vote at that. polling place, hie thot
anid when he went to vote ho would have desirab
to produce his voting certificate. The scurry,
presiding officer would scrutinise it, and jtime ti
see that it corresponded with the list, and voter bi
was genuine. If satisfied on that point, siderati
he would allow the applicant to vote "yes" as the
or " no;" then take possession of the poll- comiple
ing certificate, which would then have day.
served its purpose. The process would Jstrongl
be a very simple one, and noe difficulty was MRn.
likely to arise as far as he could see. dlays, a
Although it h-ad not been pointed out to lie coul
him b y anyone, be observed there was a not reti
difficulty in regard to the 13111 as it was his votq
first drafted, but he did -not think it was THE
mentioned in an~y of the various notices. an imp
given L.y hon. mnembers. Originally it extrein
was proposed that the electoral registrar in tow,
of the district should issue these certifi- every c'
cates. That seejued very good, but in I M..
looking into the matter, he (the Premier) vote at
saw it would be unreasonable to expect THEF
people to go mniles and miles to the elec- ibe 110
toral -registrar to get a voter's certificate, hundre
and then go back on the day of election facture
and record the vote. People would in the

in Oornmitfee.

%ke the tr-ouble to do that. There-
splan would be quite unworkable.

ificulty would be got over by
a polling place at different stations
3out the districts where these cer-

would be issued. The Govern-
vould do their best to have as
*f these polling places as possible,
:o make it most convenient for
'ho desired to vote. Post offices
-obably police stations would be
,as in South Australia, where all

-toral work wvis done at the post
There were one or two amend-

'ic desired to mnake, and on these
Id like to have the ideas of hon.
rs, He saw no reason for the ten
mit in applying for a. certificate.
eriod, in his opinion, was too long,
saw nothing to be gained by such
sion, seeing that it was now pro-
o have a number of polling places
:ertificates could be obtained; and
lays, be thought, would be quite

A. FORREST: One day would be
,because a man wanted to get back
vork.
TLtLbowowRn:F What Was the law
oria ?
PREMIER:- It was, three days,

tight, in Victoria, and it was not
ec there should be any hurry-
'but the officers ought to have
oget the rolls together, and the

iuiself should have time for con-
ion. The rolls could be made up

applications came in, and the
be roll could be used on the polling
However, he did not feel very
yon the mnatter.

HALL: If the interval were three
da man had to go to IKalgoorlie,

4not vote there, and as he could
un to Perth in time, he would lose

PREMIER: That was so; but on
'ortant question like this, it was
Aly probable the manl would stop
2. It was imipossible to meet
L5e.
HLL: Why could the mian not
Kalgoorlie ?
PREMIER: Because there would

check on the voting papers,
ds. of which might be mann-
fi. If, however, a, man had to vote
ilace where he got his certificate,
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there would be a check, inasmuch as
his signature could be verified. Three
days, he thought, were a reasonable
interval, and he begged to move the first
paragraph.

MR. GREGORY called the attention
of the Premier to the question of assistant
registrars. Under the Electoral Act there
was no provision for the appointment of
assistant registrars, and it was doubtful
whether under the Bill any such power
was given. He suggested that postmasters
and mail custodians might be appointed
to these posts.

MR. QUIN [,AN asked whether it was
intended to have officers at all polling
places throughout the colony.

TH.E PnxEru: Yes.
Ma. LEAKE suggested that the last

words of the paragraph, -"at least 10
days before the date of the submission,"
should be struck out, and a voter allowed
to take out his certificate when he camne
to vote.

Tu PptemiER: The process would take
too long, and the work would never be
got through.

MR. LEAKE:. After all, a check could
not be very well exercised over the voters,
and no one was likely to vote twice on the.
subject.

My. A., FoRR~sT: Twenty-four hours
was quite long enough.

Mu. T.EAKE: As the member for
Perth (Mr. Hiall) had pointed out, if a
person entitled to vote in Perth was
obliged to go to Kalgoorlie, he would not
bem, allowed to vote at the latter place,
although there was a polling station close
at hand. What was the object of the 10
days, or even the three days, period ?

THE PREMIER: The desire was to have
the roll properly made out.

Mu. MoRAN - There must be some
check.

MR, LEAKE : There would be the
butts by means of which a check could
be exercised.

MR. ILLING WORTH: Wats it quite
certain that the period under the Victorian
Act wats three days ?

Tns PREMIER said he had not seen the
Act himself, bat he was so informed.

Mu. ILLINGWORTH: During the
last week he had been assured by three
or four friends from Victoria that they
had received their electors right on the
samie day they voted, the right being

handed to them in one booth and the
walking to another and recording thei
vote. If facilities for voting were to 1)
given, these facilities ought to be th
fullest possible.

MR. HALL: The suggestion of th
Premier meant that an elector wouli
have to make two trips when one ought tb
be sufficient.

MR. flLhINGWORTR: This vote wa'
not like that at ordinary elections, wher
voters were hunted up by one side or thi
ether, or by both. There would be wn
inducement for people to rush the poll.

Tax PRmiER: Why note
Mu. ILLTNGWORTH:. It was, desir

able to give every possible facility fix
voting, and, therefore, he urged that tli
words be struck out as suggested by thi
member for Albany.

TuE PREMIER: A similar propose.
to that made by the member for Centre.
Murchison (Mr. Th1ingworth) had bees
brought under his notice that day, but b4
condemned it as impracticable. At tlu
election for the Legislative Council, thu
other day, at the Town Hall in Perth
there were hundreds of people wantingtc
vote at the same time, and it could easily
be imagined what confusion and waste od
time there would be if a man had UA
answer all the questions in order to get v
certificate, and also record his vote.

MR. HALL: The arrangements at tbc
Town Hall the other daty were of -"thf
year One."

THE PREMIER:- That did not matter
these things mnust, be done in order, and
in no haphazard way.

MR. QUINLAN: As a returning
officer on many occasions, hie knew the
difficulty pointed out by the Premiei
would be an actual fact, and therefore hN
hoped the Committee would accept the
propsa of three days.

Mu L11EAKE: Very well; that proposal
would be accepted.

THEfi ATTORNEY GENERAL: 11
Iwas impossible to make the period any
shorter than three dlays. It would take

1some people five minutes to answer the(
Isimple questions necessary inorder to fill
up the form of application; in fact a
returning officer would be required 2o
every voter.

bra. LEAKE:- It was possible the
clause would have to be modified, seeing
it provided a voter's certificate could be

in Committee.
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obtained on " making an application
tlherefor, at any polling place." Polling
places were only declared for the day of
election, and in fact polling places would
not be declared ten days or three days
before the election. Why not make a
voter's certificate issue, on application to
a resident magistrate or some official of
of that sort ?

Ma. QuINLAzi-: That was the same
question which had been asked about

aponting officers at all these places.
THE PREMIER:- Polling places would

be gazetted, and returning officers
appointed for each district. In Menzies
or North Murchison, for instance, a
returning officer would, as soon as the
Act was passed, he appointed, and would
send. down a list of proposed polling
places, which the Government would
make as numerous as possible, utilising,
as hie had already intimated, the post
offices and police stations. It would be
too costly to keep an officer for two
months at eacih polling place. Govern-
mnent offices would be utilised for the
purpose, and forms could there be
obtained lip to, say, within three days of
the polling day. This system would be
far simpler than the mnethod adopted for
Legislative Assembly elections. Wher-
ever there was a large number of
residents there was always a, post office
or a police station.

Mt. HALL supported the original
suggestion of the member for Albany
(Mr. Leake). It was unreasonable to
think all the electors would wait till the
last day in order to get their rights;
therefore there would be no such rush on
the polling day as was feared. The
Government might also point out by
public advertisement the desirableness of
electors registering speedily.

MR. MORAN:- Electors' rights should
be printed on good paper, otherwise on
thie day of election many would be
indecipherable.

THE PREMIER altered h7is amend-
muent to rend "1two days."

Amendment put and passed, and the
paragraph as amended agreed to.

Paragraph 3:-
THY PREMIER moved that all the

words after "'district," in the last line,
be s4truck out. It would then be unneces-
sary for the officer issuing certificates to
sendl them to the returning officer. They

*would be sent to the presiding officer at
the place of issue, thus saving time.

Amendment put and passed.
Paragraph 4:
MR. QUJINLAN: The words " at the

*polling place named therein " apparently
meant that a person must get a vote at a
particular pofiag place, and must vote at
that place only. If " the " were struck

*out, a person might vote at aniy polling
place in the district.

MR. MoRAN: There would then be no
check.

MR. QUINLAN:- The voter's indorse-
ment on his certificate was a sufficient
check, in view of the penalties attached
to falsification.

THiE PREMIER: The p)aragraph was
better as it stood; in fact, a similar pro-
vision had been contemplated when draft-
ing the new Electoral Act. Th South
Australia there was a roll for each
polling place, and a man must vote where
he was enrolled. This plan had its
advantages, for each voter was known at
his own polling place. On the voter's
certificate, the form of which was given
in the third schedule, both the electoral
district and the polling place were nam ed,
and at the latter the voter mnust record
his vote. This would be convenient to
the public, who would take out their
rights at the places where they could
conveniently vote.

Amendment put and passed; other
paragraphs agreed to, and the new clause
abs amended passed.

Schedule I1.-Application for voter's
certificate:

THE PREMIER: In this schedule the
space for the voter's name had been
omitted. This should be supplied, and
provision also made for the voter to statte
that he had not already a voter's certificate.
He moved that progress be reported.

Motion put and passed.
Progress reported, and leave given to

sit again.

WAR TELEGRAIU-AN INTERLUDE.

During the discussion of Clauise Li of
the Federation Enaling Bill,

Tns CHAIRMAN (Mr. Harper) said:
I am in possession of an interesting tele-
gram about the war in South Africa,
which the Clerk will read for the infor-
mation of hon. members.

Ade-ratiolb Enabling Pill. [31 MAN, 1900.]
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THE CLE-RKread a telegramn announcing
the surrender of the Boers who had been
garrisoning Johannesburg, also the Brit-
ish advance towards Pretoria, and the
flight of President Kruger.

Members rose in their places, and
joined in singing the National Anthem.
Cheers were also given for the Queen
and for Lord Roberts.

Ma. MONGER afterwards said: On a
fitting occasion such as this, am I out of
order in suxggesting that the House might
adjourn, at all events a short time, for
refreshments, after the pleasant piece
of news we have received. (General
laughter.)

THn CHAIRMAN:- It would be quite
out of order.

Adjournment followed shortly after, as.
recorded.

ADJOURNMVENT.
The Rouse adjourned at 27 minutes

past 8 o'clock, until the next. Tuesday.

A, C9 i lI n Ui C (i: 0 un tcit.

Tuesday, 5th June, 1900.

Papers presented - Question: Perth EatePaY-Vs
Meeting, tuning out the light,(allcged)-QOstiou:
Kalgoorlie Tnmway Conession-Adjourunieut.

The PRESIDENT took the Chiair at
4.30 o'clock. piu1.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
B6y the COLONIAL SECRETARY: i. Rott-

nest Native Prison, General Rules and
Regulations; 2, Attendauces at and
mioneys granted to High School, Return
to Order of the Council, dated 24th May,
1900; 3, Ministerial Relatives in Civil
Service, Return to Order of the Council,
dated 29th May, 1900.

QUEbTION - PERTH RATEPAYERS'
MEETING, TURNING OUT THE
LIGHT (ALLEGED).

HON. F. WHITOOMBE (for Hon. R.
S. Haynes) asked the Colonial Secretary:
i. If the C.ommissioner of Police or ,auy
of his officers are aware that a threat or
attempt was made to turn out the lights
at the Town Hall, Perth, whilst filled
with people on the night of the 29th
May. z, Who were the person or persons
Who made the attempt or threat? 3. If
an attempt was made, does the Corn-
ilssioner intend to direct a prosecution P

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY
replied: The police had no knowledge of
any threat or attempt having been made
to turn out the lights of the Perth Town
fll on the night of the 29th ultimno,
whilst it was filled with people. The
answer to question No, 1 answered the
other two questions.

QUESTION -. KALGOORLIE TRAAIWAY
CONCESS ION.

HoN. F. WHITOOMBE asked the
Colonial Secretary:- c,LIf in Mr. Jobson's
Kalgoorlie Tramnway Concession the rails
and sleepers used in the line were the
property of the W.A. Governmenft. 2,
If so, were the rails aud sleepers sold to
Mr. Jobsonk, or in what way did he
beco me entitled to use them? 3, If sold,
have they been paid for; and if so, when
and what was the pricee 4, By whomn
was the arrangement re rails and sleepers
inade on behalf of the Governmnen t? 5, Is
there any arrangement whereby at any'
future timec the Government shall resume
the ownership or possession of the
sleepers or rails; and if so, what are the
termts?

THEF COLONIAL SECRETARY
replied: i, The rails and a portion of
the sleepers were the property of the
Government. 2, The y were sold to Mr.
Jobson, under a special arrangement. 3,
About two- thi rds of the cost of t hese rails
and sleepers has been paid, and the
balance wvill be paid shortly. The rails
were previously laid on the Eastern Rail-
way and were in use for 10 years; they
were subsequently taken up and laid on
the Yilgarn Railwa,-y, where they remained
for five years; they were again taken tip
for the purpose of being replaced by
heavier rails. As they were reported
upon as unsuitable for further use ou


