Public Works Officers.

complete, and tenders will be called this
week. 3, There has been no long delay.
The work of the office has not permitted
earlier attention te this particular
building, as it had to take its tuwrn with
other works.

QUESTION—PUBLIC WORKS OFFICERS,
DISRATING AND DISMISSAL (ALLEGED).
Hon, F. WHITCOMBE asked the

Colonial Secretary: 1, If the attention of

the Government has been called to a

letter published in the Swunday Times of

the 20th May, referring to the disrating
of Mr. H. W. Hargreave and the dis-
missal of James McCarthy from the
positions held by them in the Coolgardie

Water Supply Branch of the Public

‘Works Department. 2z, Whether the

attention of the Director of Public

Works has been called to the circum-

stances of such disrating and dismissal.

3, If not, will the Miuister make nguiry

into the causes leading up to the same ?
Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY re-

plied: 1, No. 2, No. 3, Yes.

ADJOURNMENT.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY : In
mentioning the adjournment, he proposed
that the House should reassemble on
Tuesday ; but he desired to-announce, for
the information of hon. members who
were from the country, and who perbaps
would not le able to attend on Tuesday,
that it was not his intention to take the
second reading of the Enabling Bill then,
should the measure reach this House on
Tuesday, but simply to take the first
reading and to proceed to no further
stage on that day.

Hon. R. 8. HAYNES: If the Bill

were not reached on ‘Tuesday, the House
would adjourn till Wednesday ; therefore,
would the Colonial Secretary say he
would take only the first reading on
Wednesday in that case, so that there
would be no necessity to send telegrams ?

Tt COLONIAL SECRETARY said
he was perfectly willing to take the
second reading on the day after the Bill
was introduced. He moved that the
House do now adjourn.

Put and passed.

The House adjourned at 4-40 o'clock
until the next Tuesday.

(81 May, 1900.3
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Fegislative Dssembly,
Phursday, 3158 May, 1900

Appropriation Message (Federation Euabling Bill)—
uestion : Electoral Registration Arrangements—
uestion : Mining Rente Unpaid—Question : Min-

ing for Lead, Tin, Copper, Coal—Question : Voting
Tlegully at Elections—Privilege: Member for

dton; a Point of Order overlooked—Federn-
tion Enabling Bill, second rending; in Committee,
Clauses 1 to new clause, progress—War Telegram,
an interlude —Adjourmment.

Tar SPEAKER took the Chair at
4-30 o’clock, p.m.

PravERs.

APPROPRIATION MESSAGE —FEDERA-
TION ENABLING BILL.
Message from his Excellency the
Administrator was read, recommending
appropriation for the purposes of the
Federation Epabling Bill, in regard to
taking the referendum.

QUESTION—ELECTORAL REGISTRA-
TION ARRANGEMENTS.

" Mxr. DOHERTY, without notice, asked
the Premier, Whether it was the inten-
tion of the Govermment to advertise in
the public Press of the colony informa-
tion as to the best means for facilitating
the enrolment of persons entitled to be
registered under the new Electoral Act.

Ture PREMIER replied : There would
be no difficulty n any one getting on the
electoral roll who was entitled to be
registered, if such person would make
application to the Electoral Registrar in
his or her district. In addition to this, it
was proposed to instruct those persons
who would be appointed under the
Federation Enabling Bill for issuing new
certificates to electors, to also ask each
person so applying to fill up a form by
which he or she might be also registered
ou the Parliamentary electoral roll. By
this means a large number of persons
would have a ready facility provided for
getting their nanes placed on the Parlia-
mentary roll, at the same time that they
applied for electoral rights to be exercised
in the referendum on the federation
question ; and it was probable that each
adult person (not already on the roll)
who applied for the new electoral right
would also fill up the form for get-
ting his or her name registered on the
Parliamentary electoral roll. Further,
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if the persons so applying were also
qualified to become voters for the Legis-
lative Council, they would be asked
at the same time to fill up a form which
would place them on the roll of electors
for that body. By taking this course a
large number of people would be got on
the roll, and a good deal of trouble saved,
while what was desired by the hon.
member would be done, namely to get as
many persons as possible put on the roll
before the next general election.

Mr. Dougrry: Would the Govern-
ment advertizse the names and addresses
of the registrars ?

Tae PREMIER: Certainly; full pub-
licity as to the electoral registrars and
other persons entitled to issue voters’
rights would be given. 1t was proposed
to have a number of these officials, and to
utilise as far as possible the police stations
and post offices throughout the colony.
By these meane due notice would le
given not only to the pecple of the towns,
but to people living in somewhat isolated
places.

QUESTION—MINING RENTS UNPAID.

Mr. MITCHELL asked the Minister
of Mines: 1, Whether the list appearing
in the Government Gazelte of 25th instunt,
showing something like 1,250 gold-mining
and mineral leases on which the rent for
the present year remains unpaid, gives the
actual state of affairs in this connection
on that date. 2z, If not, what was it ?

Tae MINISTER OF MINES replied:
The list as it appeared in the Government
Glazette was correct.

QUESTION—MINING FOR LEAD, TIN,
COPPER, COAL.

Mr. MITCHELL asked the Minister
of Mines, Whather, in view of the large
quantity of mineral land which was
alienated from the Crown in the early
and subsequent periods of settlement,
and - which remains practically unde-
veloped, he will bring in a Bill, as early
as possible during the next session of
Parliament, with the object of assimi-
lating the law in regard to mining for
lead, tfin, copper, and coal on private
property, to that which exists in regard
to gold and other precious metals.

Tae MINISTER OF MINES replied :
Prior to the passing of the present Land
Act, all land alienated from the Crown
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Privilege (Robeon,).

was granted subject to a reservation «
all gold, silver, and other precious metals
the lead, tin, copper, and coal forming
part of the freshold. A Mininglon Privaf
Property Act could not be applied i
these lands, as regards the minera
mentioned,

QUESTION—VOTING ILLEGALLY AT
ELECTIONS.

Mr. HARPER asked the Premie
‘Whether the (Jovernment propose to ta
any steps to bring to justice those pe:
sons who were alleged to have vote
illegally at the late elections for tk
Legislative Council.

Tue PREMIER replied: The lu
ofticers had been instructed, and stej
were being taken in the matter.

PRIVILEGE--MEMBER FOR GERALD-
TON.

POINT OF ORDER OVERLOOKED.

Tue SPEAKER: Before proceedin
to the Orders of the Day, [ would like t
call the attention of the House to a
irregularity which occurred last nigh
partly through my own fault in nc
calling attention to 1t at the time. Whe
the member for Central Murchison (M:
Itingworth) submitted his motion tha
the Press should be admitted to th
gelect committee appointed to inquir
into the allegations made by the membe
for Geraldton (Mr. Robson), I ought ¢
have called attention to the fact that ;
was necessary to suspend the Standin
Orders before such a meotion could 1
passed. Standing Order 352 reads:

The evidence taken by any select committe

“of the House, and docnments presented t

auch committee which have not been reporte
to the House, shall not be disclosed or pul
lished by any member of such committes, ¢
by any other pergon.

It would, of course, be of no use havin
the Press present unless they coul
publish the evidence, and tlis the Pres
cannot do according to the Standin
Order I bave read. I understand tha
when a joint select committee of bot
Houges was appointed some time ago t
consider the Commonwealth Bill, th
request that the Press should be ad
mitted and report the evidence cam
from the members of the select commitie
themselves. I do not kunow whether
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am correct in that view, beeanse I was
not in the colony at the time.

Tue Premier: That was the case.

Mg. Irnrivgeworth: Has the House
the power to suspend the Standing
Orders ?

Tue SPEAKER : If there be an actual
majority present, the House can suspend
the Standing Orders without notice ;
otherwise notice wmust be given. At
present I do not think there 15 an actual
majority here.

Tre PrewmiEr: Twenty-three mem-
Lers ought to be present.

Tre SPEAKER: I count only 21 here.

Mr. HUBBLE: When a select com-
mittee was appointed to inquire into the
cattle-tick question, some two years ago,
representatives of the Press were, in the
first instance, allowed into the committee-
room; but I think you ruled, sir, that
the Press ought not to be present.

Toe Srrager: I could never have
ruled that, because the Standing Ovders
empower reporters to be present, though
not to report the proceedings.

Mg. HUBBLE: The proceedings of
the committee on the tick ingquiry were
reported, and I; as a member of that
committee, thought your ruling was that
the Press had no right to do that.

Tue SPEAKER: The hon. member
is quite right, The Press had no power
to report the proceedings.

Mr. HUBBLE : They were not aathor-
ised to do so ?

Tue SPEAKER: They were not
authorised to do so; but the House can
give authority for the Press to report the
proceedings of a select committee, if the
Standing Orders be suspended. I see
that there is now an absolute majority of
members present.

Mzr. SOLOMON: As one of the
select committee appointed last night, I
move that the Standing Orders be sus-
pended, with the object of allowing the
Press to attend and report the proceedings.

Me. GREGORY : I second the motion.

Question put and passed, and the
particular  Standing Order suspended
accordingly.

FEDERATION ENABLING BILL.
SECOND MEADING--DEBATE RESUMED.
Debate resumed from previous day, on

the motion for second reading, movéd on
23rd May.

[31 Mav, 1900.]
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M=z. HARPER (Beverley): When
this question was before the House last
year, I vsed what influence I could to
prevent the Commenwealth Bill being
referred to the people, and opposed the
measure in every way I could; and I am
very gratified that, by whatever means it
was brought about, the referendum was
delayed. At that time there was an
immense amount of more or less spurious
sentiment floating about the country,
and the people were not in a position to
judge—at least that was my view—
calmly and coolly on a serious matter
which was more or less imperfectly put
before them. 8Since that time we have
been much enlightened, and I am quite
prepared at this time to accept the
proposal to refer this question to the
people. I will just touch on a few
of the altered conditions which, I
think, bave tended to enlighten wus.
This time last year the Press of the
Bastern eolomes was extremely hostile to
Western Anstralia, about which nothing
could be said bad enongh, and the idea
of asking for any modification of the
Commonwealth Bill was scouted as absurd
and ridiculous. But lately that has been
largely altered, and we find the Fastern
Press, at any rate the leading Press, after
looking into the matter, have come to the
conclusion that our position is a reason-
able one, and have gone so far as to urge
the Premiers at the late conference to, if
possible, grant our requests. Omne little
matter, I think, indicates something
behind the scenes. When the Premiers
refused to recognise our requests, it
was said we musf trust the Premiers
in the matter, becanse they were expert
politicians, and it might be they knew or
had reasons to believe our requests were
merely a bit of bluff, and that the Premier
and people of Western Australia would
give way if the people of the other colonies
held their ground. The next thing I will
allude to is the so-called *‘separation
petition ¥ from the goldfields, which
petition was, I muy fairly say, encouraged
by the member for Albany (Mr. Leake).

Mg, LEARE: What?

Mr. HARPER: Encouraged by the
member for Albany.

Mg. Leage: Oh!

Mxz. HARPER: That petition bas been
before us for some time, and it would, I
think, be very difficult to find any docu-



218  Federation Enabling Bill:

ment presented to Her Majesty containing
such a hash of ignorance and mendacity.
I think, therefore, we must realise there 18
still a great deal of ignorance in regard to
this matter; and that fact justifies the
position of those who said that time was
necessary to clear away a good many
misconceptions. It has been repeated
over and over again that all competent
authorities on financial questions are
agreed that this colony must lose very
heavily by going into federation on the
terms laid down in the Bill; and there is
no need to argue that, because it is not
denied by any one whose opinion is worth
considering. T would like, however, to
refer in connection with this to a paper
which was published a short time ago,
written by the member for Albany (Mr.

Leake), and purporting to be a history .

of the federal movement in Western
Australia. As to the historical portion
of the document I do not wish to refer to
it, because I do not think the member for

Albany can be complimented on, amongst

his other brilliant abilities, that of being
a historian. But I wish to allude to a
few remurks made by him towards the
close of that paper, when he said :

Patriotic national sentiment, the bond of

union, the wadministration of owr common -
wants by one controlling body instead of six, |

universal laws, and a defensive alliance, nre
all ideas which require no elaboration.

The hon. member appears to have now !

put last that which was originally his
first plank, namely * defensive alliance,”

placing * patriotic national sentiment”™ .

first. The plank of ** defensive alliance ™
has, I think, cunsiderably disappeared ;
and the *“Dbond of union” may be very
strengthening or it may be very galling:
it just depends on circumstances. As to
a defensive alliance, the value of a defen-
sive alliance iz markedly written in the
pages of history, for now we know it is
established throughout the world that if
any hostile hand 18 laid on British terri-
tory, the Empire will spring to arms;
therefore we need have no fear with
regard to the wnecessity for a defen-
give alliance. The hon. member next
says :—

Here, as elsewhere, the material advantages
are discussed, and the federalist is challenged
to show, in pounds, shillings, and pence, what
profit will acerue; ag though it were possible
to prepare a ledger account, with the gains on
one side and the losses on the other.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Those who are opposed to federation have
certainly not asked the hon. member, not
asked anyone else, to state the advantages
in pounds, shillings, and pence, becanse
the advantages have been already amply
stated ; nor has anyone asked what are
the pounds-shillings-and-pence gains; but
the federalists have been asked to give
examples of what the gains will be. That
is a challenge thrown out from the very
first, and up to this moment it has never
been answered.

Mz. IrriNeworTH : Answered over and
over again,

Mr. HARPER: The next point, is the
most important in the whole of the
remarks made by the leader of the federal
movement (Mr. Leake) :—

Federalists believe there is danger in stand-
ing aloof, and view with nlarm the continuance
of those barriers against friendly trade and
intercourse which federation would instantly
remove.

One of the first arguments of federalists
is that those barriers would not be
removed by our joinmg in the federation,
| that they wounld be retained for years,
and that it would be a long time befove
I the removal wounld be given effect to;
but the hon. member (Mr. Leake) says
these barriers will be instantly removed
under federation. We are carefully told
i by him, and by his coadjutor the member
i for HEast Perth (Mr, James), that the
| federal tariff would not come into opera-
[

!

tion for several vears, and that for five
vears the sliding scale would be guaran-
teed to this colony; that, therefore, this
colony would be unlikely to suffer. That
does not agree with the hon. member’s
position here. Buit what is most impor-
tant, {o my mind, iz the absolute fear
which the hon. member has from time to
tiine expressed with regard to this colony’s
financial position, and that fear is mamni-
fested here by him still more. The hon.
member’s fear is a quality which these
opposed to federation will not enjoy with
him; and, with regard to the fears which
have bLeen expressed, T would like to refer
to a few points which have been spoken
to by the member for Central Murchison
{Mr. Tllingworth) on the subject. It will
be remembered that he, having had con-
siderable time during the recess of Par-
liament to consider this matter, and
l knowing that he had been challenged

over and over again to show what the
| dangers and the loss ag well as the benefits
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of federation would be, this is the result
as set forth by him :—

[31 May, 1900.]

I3

Ify they did not federate, the federated .

colonies would make their own arrangements ;| my, say the least, it is rather a large

for the mail services, and the first port of call
would be their own colony of South Australia.

I do not know whether the hon. member
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separabe enactment providing an Appeal Court
for the whole Empire, the Federal Parlisent
of Australia would willingly adopt a resolution
recognising that tribunal.

asswaption for a delegate to state that

" he vould undertake what the Federal Par-

got that from any of the companies or .

from the Eastern colonies,

The result would be that they would be
forced to make their own arrangemenfs for
a mail service, or wait until some c¢oasting
steamer brought them back from Adelaide.
That was only one of the things in which it
would hinder and hamper them.

‘We may assume, therefore, that this is
the most important reason, as set forth
by the hon. member. With regard to it,
I would like to say that the hon. member
geems to have assumed that the mail
vessels are entirely under the control of
the Easteru colonies, that they are owned
by them, and that the mail steamship

(.a.mpa.mes have to do Jus(‘. as they may |

be ordered by politicians in the Ea.stem
colonies to do. My impression is that
there are three parties to that agreement:
firstly the British Cabinet, secondly the
shareholders of the companies, and thirdly
the Eastern colonies which contract for
the mail services; and 1 cannot imagine
that the shareholders of those British
steamship companies will be prepared to
sacrifice their trade with Western Aus-
tralia, or that the British Cabinet would
permit the ¥astern colonies to use their
spite against Western Avstralia, in this
direction,

Me. InviveworTH: It would not be
spite: it would be pure commerce.

Mzx. HARPER: I do not think it is
pure commerce to lose trade. The hon.
member does not seem to realise that
this is just what those Eastern colonies
could do in regard to this colony if we
were federated, for though I do not say

liament would do. Mr. Kingston and Mr,
Deakin said the demand for the passing
of the Commonwealth Bill, without amend-
ment, was backed up by the voice of the
Australian people. That statement, I
maintain, is not true. Mr. Barton has
said :—

The opponents of Clauee 74 are, with few
exceptions, also oppenents of federation on
any terms.

That I think we may safely deny. Mr.
Kingston, in a letter he wrote te the
Press in London, a characteristic letter,

Ridiculed the implied ungelfishness of the
Australian Chief Justices whose names have
been mentioned, in view of the prospective
benefits possible to accrue in the shape of
peerages. He characterised Lord Lamington’s
extraordinary intrasion inte the counsels of
the Empire as being uneeemly, unconstitu-
tional, and unfair.

I think these statements may be more or
less incorrect, and can only be described
as born of arrogance and dressed in menda.
city. Then we have the final amendinent
the Premiers of the other colonies were
asked fo assent to, for enabling Western
Augtralia to join the federation. They
said that, however much Western Aus-
tralia might Jesire the amendment in
regard to the sliding scale tariff, it was not
possible for those Premiers to amend the
Commonwealth Bill. One might well ask

. oneself, supposing either New South Wales

they would do it, yet it would be in thewr -

power to do it; whereas while we retain
our sovereign rights as & self-governing
colony, this is what they cannot do to us,

becanse we could retaliate and make 1t .

worse for them than they could make it
for us. Some further important enlighten-
ment we have gained in the last few months
is furnished by the actions of the federation
delegates sent by the Eastern colonies to
London. Mr. Deakin said:

If the Imperial Parliament secured the paa-
sage of the Bill as it stood, and slso passed a

or Victoria found under the constitution
as framed that they would suffer some
serious disability, whether they would
not find a way toalterit. Iam confident
they would. That brings me to to the
point with regard to the sliding scale.
It would be important to lmow whether
the conditions which would be produced
by the sliding scale were fully realised
by the delegates of the Eastern colonies
at the Convention, when that scule was
discussed and puat into the Bill, because

" if they did realise its effects and did not

explain and point them out at the time,
I say it looks like a bit of conspiracy on
their part in putting Western Australia
into u very difficult position.

Mr. IinizeworTA: They did not
trouble themselves to conspire.
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Mr. HARPER: One of the delegates
who aftended the Convention in Mel-
bourne has informed me that he ventured
to suggest there might be some difficulty
with regard to the effect of the sliding scale
on Western Australia, and that he was
immediately “jumped on” by Mr. Reid
and informed that he knew nothing about
it. If those delegates did realise and did
not point out the effect of the sliding
scale in regard to Western Australia,
they were unfaithful to the position they
held as delegates; or if they did not
perceive the effect of the shiding scale,
that circumstance does not say much for
their fitness as delegates.

Mg. IivinewortH: That provision
was framed by a lawyer.

Mz. HARPER: Whoever framed the
provision, it ‘was discussed at the Con-
vention, and we know the Treasurers of
the several colonies were there.

Mz. InLineworTH : Where were our
delegates ?

Mr. HARPER: That is no answer to
the point I am stating. One or two
remarks which fell from the Premier in
this House the other evening, as well
as some omissions, deserve votice. Ome
omission is that the Premier never indi-
cated one of the most important effects
which federation will have on this colony ;
that is the effect it will have on the public
works policy of the Government. If our
finances hecome strained under federation,
that effect must reflect on our public
works; und it is neceesary we should be
fully informed by the Premier, at any rate,
of his views on that subject. In regard to
the Emabling Bill now before us, the
conditions of the guestion having been
altered, as I vemarked before, I am going
to offer no opposition to the Bill ; but Lam
not going, and I hope many on this side
of the House as well ag on the other side
are not going to accept the Bill as it is,
as bas heen assumed by hon. members
opposite, without any attempt at altera-
tion. The federal party huve been ullowed
free scope, and have stated over and over
again that an enormous majority of the
people in this colony are in favour of
federation under the terms of the Bill,
In fact, I think they bave constantly
prompted the politicians in the Eastern
colonies to believe that only about 10 per
cent. of the people in this colony are
opposed to the Bill as it stands. The
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time has come now when we shall ask
those advocates of federation to. prove
their contention ; and I hope this House
will demand such a positive proof of it
that there can be no mistake in the
future. The amendment which I hope
will be moved will be to the effect that
not less than 50 per cent. of the voters in
this colony shall register their votes in
favour of the Commonwealth Bill. There
ean be no doubt whatever then about
their decision. This amendment may be
opposed by hon. members opposite, but
our reply will be: You say that 90 per
cent., or say even 70 per cent, of the
people in the colony are in favour of
federation under the terms of the Bill;
therefore all we ask is that you bring up
at least 50 per cent. of the voters, to
establish vour doctrine. It will be surely
unwise for this country, being in the
exceptional position in which everyone in
authority has recognised it to be in, it
will surely be most improper to permit
this question of faderation under the
terms of the Bill to be carried by a
bare majority of those who vote on it.
The position as between the federal
leaders and the opponents of federation
is that the former say : ““ Rush into this;
never mind protecting yourselves ; throw
yourselves entirely upon the generosity of
those in the East. If you do not, take
care of the penalties. We appeal to your
timidity, your terror—to the penalties
you wil ncur.” Those who oppose
federation say: “Stand to your guns
and defend your own rights, and do not
leave that to other people to do for you.
If yon leave that to others, you deserve
to suffer.” That will be the issue before
the people: Are you going to throw the
whole of your soversign rights into the
bands of someone else, or will you hold
them yourselves and see that you get fair
value for them ? That, I maintain, is the
guestion which will be fought out in the
vountry, and T have very great hope that
the people of this colony will prefer to
adhere to the spirit of the race, and to
hold their own.

Me. HASSELL (Plantagenet); Al-
though an anti-federalist, I intend to
vote, and always have intended to vote,
for the Bill going to the people. I con-
sider the Government made a great
mistake last session in not allewing it to
go to the people, und had I been here
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then, I should have voted for its being !
sent to the people.

Me. Moran: Weall voted last session
for sending the Bill to the people.

Mr. A. Foreesr: The Bill providing
for the referendum was passed by this
House.

Tuz MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
H. B. Lefroy): Up to the present time,
thiy question of federation never seems to
have been properly put before the country.
The hon. member who has just sat down
states he will vote on this occasion for
the Commonwealth Bill being referred to
the people of the colony, and at the same
time charges the Government with having,
in the last session of Parliament, pre-
vented its being placed before the people.
Of course, opponents of the Government
will always take up a cry such as that,
and if by any means the object the Gov-
ernment. desire has not been obtained,
will sdy the Government must be dis-
tinetly to blame for it, and that no
other section of the commumity should
share the blame. I can assure hon. mem-
bers that it was the desire of the Premier,
who took the most prominent part with
regard to federation last session, and also
the desire of several other members of the
Cabinet, that nothing should be done to
prevent the Commonwealth Bill being
referred to the vote of the people. The
Premier chiefly comes in for blame in this
matter; but any blame that may be cast
on the Premier is, I can assure the
House, borne equally by his colleagues in
the Cabimmet. As a rule, the Premier, as
the leader of the Government, is always
the Minister most fired at by those
directly opposed to the Government;
but on this question I believe there
was no intention, onm the part of the
Government as represented by the Pre-
mier, of preventing the Commonweaith
Bill from going to the vote of the
people.  The Enabling Bill of last
session waus defeated in another place;
but in that connection I should like hon
members, instead of making bald asser-
tions through the Press and on the public
platforms, to prove those assertions in
gome way, to show distinctly to the
people by some means other than simple
assertion that the Government did any-
thing to prevent the Bill from going to
the people as the people desired.

[31 May, 1800.] -
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Mgz. Grecory: The Bill would not go
to the people now but for the separation
movement.

Tee MINISTER OF MINES: I cou-
sider the refusa] by this House last
session to graut the petition from the
federal party in this colony was a blunder.
I admit it was a blunder. Had there
been a little more consideration given to
the question at the time, the petition
would not have been opposed ; because,
only a few minutes before, this House
had agreed to send the Commonwealth
Bill to a vote of the people. After a
division had taken place on that question,
which terminated weeks and weeks of
discussion, the House was no doubt in a
somewhat excited state, and without
further debate on the subject, the mem-
ber for Albany (Mr. Leake) asked the
Speaker to put the question of which that
hon. member had given notice.

Tee PrEMIER: And lhe did that to get
it off the Notice Paper.

Mz. Leake: Your colleague in the
Couneil did the same thing, voted against

it.

Tre MINISTER OF MINES: The
member for Albany asked the Speaker to
put the question moved by him; and he
did that, as the Premier says, to get the
question off the Notice Paper. Had the
Government and other members on this
gide of the House had sufficient time
to consider that question, I feel quite
confident the prayer of the petition
would not have been refused by this
House ; that those who voted for sending
the Commonwealth Bill te the people, and
for the people being asked whether they
desired certain amendments made in the
Bill, would have been found voting on
thie question with the member for
Albany. It was admitted by the Speaker
that there was no necessity to put the
question when it was moved by the hon,
memiber, because the Speaker said the
question at issue lad aiready been
decided by the House. [Twme PremiEr:
Hear, hear.] However, of course, very
naturally this incident was used by the
opponents of the Government, and used
not only here in Perth, but all over
the eolony wherever the opponents of
the Government went, although certain
members of the Government were perhaps
just as much in favour of federation on
equitable terms as were the Opposition.
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The Government have been charged with
changing front on this question. [Mk.
Leage: Hear, hear.] I think the term
“Government” is used too often in
discussing this question of federation,
which bas not been taken up as a
party question in any of the Australian
colonies. I believe I am correct in stating
it hag always been agreed by the various
Cabinets that federation should not be
congidered a party question, and that
hon. members should vote on the subject
as they thought best.

"Me. Greaory: And when did you
submit the Enabling Bill? This is the
first time an Enabling Bill has been
before us.

Tax MINISTER OF MINES: We
had an Enabling Bill before us four years
ago. I shall have something to say
about thet Epabling Bill directly—that
Bill to enable this colony to send dele-
gates to the Convention in the East.

Mr. GrEeoORY: That is another matter.

Tre MINISTER OF MINES: And
that Enabling Bill provided for the Com.
monwealth Enabling Bill. But owing to
certain events which happened, it wag
impossible to give effect to the machinery
provided by that Act. However, it
would have been mmuch better if the
Government had not been so frequently
alluded to in the discussions on this
federal question. By both sides of the
House it was agreed that this was not to
be & party question ; yet, strange to say,
there iz mno subject we have had to
consider that has been made more of
a party question than this question
of federation. We have found persons
of all shades of opinion with regard
to federation sitting on the other
{Opposition) side of the House; and yet
at the same time, no matter what cropped
up, they were always opposed to the
Government. The member for East Fre-
mantle (Mr. Holmes), in speaking last
night, attacked the Premier on every
point he could possibly raise with regard
to this question of federation,

M=z, Krnasmirs: Then he must have
made a long speech.

Tae MINISTER OF MINES: And
what did the Premier endeavour to do?
‘What any statesman would do in the
position he occupies, and with the respon-
gibility casl upon anyone who is the
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Premier of a colony like Western Aus.
tralia ¥

Me. Leaxe: Lost his temnper.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: He
tried to get the best terms he could for
the colony. In this connection no one
has worked barder or longer in the
interests of Western Australia than has
the leader of the present Government.
A very much greater responsibility rests
on the shoulders of those who have to
administer the affairs of the coleny than
rests on those sitting in opposition. The
Goverumeut supporters in this colony
feel their responsibilities thoroughly, and
none feel those responsibilities more than
Ministers themselves. Hveryone admits
that with regard to this question Western
Australia is in a very different position
from any of the other Australian colonies;
and having admitled that after careful
consideration, and after looking at all the
different phases of the question, it was
considered, I believe by a large majority
of this House, that if we were to
enter the federation on the terms laid
down in the Commonwealth Bill, Western
Australia would be involved in a consider-
able loss. This colony, on the introduction
of responsible government, and after
the discovery of gold, entered wupon
a new life, and till quite recently very
few persons here intercsted themselvesin
tho political life of the country; and I
may safely say that four years ago, when
this question of federation came up in the
House, and when the Premier asked the
House to agree to an Enabling Bill to
allow this colony to elect ten delegates to
proceed to the Convention to be held in
anotber colony for the purpose of framing
a Commonwealth Bill, the members of
this House scarcely considered the ques-
tion. At that time the member for East
Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) represented the
whole of the FEastern goldfields; the
member for Central Murchison (Mr.
Hlingworth) represented the whole of the
Murchison goldfields ; and we had another
goldfields member in the House represent-
ing Pilbarra. The question of federation
had never been thought of, or at all events
was little spoken of in Western Aus-
tralin; and I believe the sole object this
House had in passing that Enabling Bill
to permit the House to elect delegates to
the Federal Convention, was that this
colony should be represented in an all-
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important matter like this, and so that
the delegutes might have an opportumity
of exercising their influence in framing a
Bill under which, it was hoped, we as a
colony would some time or other federate.
There is not the slightest doubt, when
that Bill came bLefore the House, that is
what was prominent in the minds of hon.
members. No doubt there were a few
ardent. federalists in the House, men who
would have adopted federation at any
price. All members of the House were
at that time imbued with the federal
gentiment, but they did not treat the
matter seriously, and I am certain they
did not believe Western Australia
would be able to join the Common-
wealth save in the distant future.
Moreover, I believe there were many
members in the House who did not
consider that the discussions that were
likely to take place at the Convention
would eventuate in Australian federation.
We all knew there was a great deal of
opposition, at the time, in the other
colonies to this question, and it was
generally believed that New South Wales,
the mother colony, would not be prepared
to enter into federation at that time.
But the Convention took place, and [ am
pleased to say the other colonies have
decided to accept federation. I am very
pleased to say that they have come
together in a spirit of compromise and
agreed to federate, and that federation is
almost an accomplished fact. The hon.
member for Central Murchison (Mr.
Hingworth) last night stated that a very
serious mistake had been made in this
guestion not having. been submitted to
the people four years ago, and the hon.
member was not guite certain as to the
date, but he decided eventually that it
was four years ago. I believe the hon.
member's mind went back to the time
when the Federal Enabling Bill was
before the House. I am glad the hon.
member admits that he made a mistake
on that occasion, but I hope the hon.
member has not told the people in the
country in the past that that nnstake was
made by this House, without admitting at
the same time that he was instrumental
in making that mistake.

Tae Premier: He never would tell
them that, I am certain.

Tre MINISTER OF MINES: I hope
that hon, gentleman (Mr. Illingworth)
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will not tell the people in the future that
a grave mistake was made, without telling
the people that he assisted in making that
mistake.

Me. LEARE : What mistake was that?

Tae MINISTER OF MINES: The
mistake of allowing delegutes to be
elected by the House and not DLy the
people. 'The member for Albany, unfor-
tunately, was not in the country at the
time when this discussion took place. T
am sorry bhe was not here, because, no
doubt, he would have been able to assist
ug in the matier. I am referring to this
subject at present because the member
for Central Murchison has never taken
up a decided party opinion in regard to
the gnestion : he has endeavoured to be
a8 farr in regard to it as possible, T hope
he will be as fair in the future as he has
been in the past in dealing with it and
that if any mistakes are made, he wiil
admit that he helped to make those
mistakes. Just the same as when a very
gross mistake was made in the House
some years ago—1I refer to the dual title
question —the hon. member, I hope, will
admit in the future that he made a
mistake on that guestion.

Mr. IrLiveworTH : He has never yet
admitted that he made that mistalke.

Tae MINISTER OF MINES: Open
confession is good for the soul, and T
know the hon. member is a righteous
man.

Mg. KivasmInn: Surely you are not
using that as an argument against
him. ?

Tre MINISTER OF MINES: The
hon. member said last unight that there
was a distinct attempt four years ago—
the very time the Enabling Bill was
before the House—to keep this question
back from the people, and he twitted the
House with not sending delegates elected
by the people to the Convention. The
hon. member distinctly twitted the House
with that; but the hon. member ought to
have humbled himself before the House
lagt night, and told hon. members that he
was one of those who helped to make the
mistake.

Tree Premies: That is it.

Tag MINISTER OF MINES: The
hon. member said the guestion was not
taken sericusly, and that if the voice of
the people had been sought, a serious
intention would have been realised. The
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hon, member said that the voice of the
people had not been sought on the ques-
tion ; that if Parliament had decided that
the delegates should be elected by the
people, and the question had been brought
forward seriously, the people of the
colony would have realised that there
was something serious in the question;
they would have risen to the occasion,
considered the subject, and would have
been in a better position even nmow to
judgeof the question than what bas been
the case during the last four years. The
Enabling Bill was introduced by the
leader of the Government nearly four
yeara ago—on the lst October, 1896.
The member for Central Murchison, who
wag then leading the Opposition in the
House, I think, i the magnanitmous way
in which he geuerally accepts matters of
this kind, stated he cousidered the ques-
tion should not be treated as a party one.
I regret that those who have heen leading
the movement during the last four years
bave not taken up federation in the spirit
that the member for Central Murchison
did on that occasion. But what did the
member for Central Murchison say in
congratulating the Premier on introdunc-
ing the Bill? He said:

I thiok that in all probability the Premier
has voiced the sentiment of this House, and
that there is not likely to be much, if any,
divergence of opinion in reference to the Bill.
The hon. gentleman had voiced the
opinions of the House and the country
in proposing that the delegates to the
Convention should be clected by Parlia-
went ! The hon. member for Central
Murchison went on to say :

This is not a party question, but a national
question, and as such I think we shall be able
to approach it.

I regret to say that although we ap-
proached itso on that occasion, members of
the House have not continued i the same
straight road that they gave promise of
in the first instance. The hon. member
also said :

At first I had a strong feeling in favour of
the proposal which suggested that the people
of the colony shonld decide this question.
While I would have preferred that their repre-
sentatives should have been chosen by the
people
The hon. member had it in his mind
then :

I am fully prepared to waive the point.
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The hon. member for Central Murchison
concluded by saying:

I trust this Bill will pass without opposi-
tion, and that the choice of representatives
will be made with wisdom and judgment.
And what was the discussion on the
Bill? Two or three members alone
spoke, and when the House went into
Committee did any hon, member move
any amendment in the direction referred
to by members of this House during the
last day or so? No; the Bill was
allowed to pass without debate or
amendment. I hope members of this
House at that time, and the member for
Central Murchisen especially, will re-
member this when they discuss the
faderal question before their constituents
in the near future.

M=. IrLiveworTE: Will you give me
& train up?

Tae MINISTER OF MINES: There
has mnever been an attempt by the
Government of the country to keep this
matter from the consideration of the
people.

Mr. GREGORY : Question ?

Tre MINISTER OF MINES: There
never has been any attempt. The duty
of the Government was to see that every
issue was placed before the people of the
country as clearly as it could be. In
Western Australia we were new to
political life; our position was different
from that of the other colonies, or I might
say was different from the position of those
who represented the people in the other
colonies. There are men in the other
eolonies whose whole life has been spent
in politics, I might also say men who are
ornaments to Australia as statesmen.
When it was decided to send delegates
to the Convention to discuss the question
of the Commonwealth Bill, it was difficult
to find persons who were in a position to
discuss the question with the statesmen
of the other colonjes. It is no shame to
the statesmen of this colony to say this:
they are not less brainy and intelligent
than peopls in the other colonies, but
the people of this colony had not had
the same education in these matters that
the people of the Eastern colonies had
had. I wmaintain that if the members
who represented Western Australia af
the two or three Conventions which led
up to the acceptance of the Common-
wealth Bill, as it has now been passed by
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the other colonies and accepted by the
Impevial Parliament, had assisted the
Premier with their brains and intelli-
gence, the position of Western Australia
would be very different from what it is,
There is not the slightest doubt, everyone
can recognise it and see for themselves in
reading the debates, that the Premier of
the colony threw his whole soul and
interest into the Bill and did all he could,
but he would have had to be a glant
indeed who could fight single-handed the
statesmen of the other colonies.

Mz. EmvasmrinL: Were they opposed
to one another ?

Tre MINISTER OF MINES: There

is not the slightest doubt about it, the
statesimen of the other colonies were a bit
too much for the representatives that
went from Western Australia.

Me. Moraw: Hence the sliding scale.

Tur MINISTER OF MINES: The
right hon. gentleman at the head of the
Government will bear me out in what I
say.

yTHE Premier : There iz no doubd
about it, they all hung on to their own
colonies.

Tur MINISTER OF MINES : There
is not the slightest doubt abont it. 'When
members come into this House, they do
their best for the constituencies they
represent : that is the main idea.

Mr. D. Formrest: They would not
come back again if they did not.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: I
believe hon. members are sufficiently
national in their ideas not to sacrifice
everything for their constituents. Atthe
same time when members come into the
House, they even fight for the interests
of their constituencies.

Mx. Moraw : During the last session,
more especially.

Tae MINISTER OF MINES: No
doubt they are quite right in doing that,
and more power to them, as the member
for Pilbarra just remarked. Thatis what
the representatives of the other colonies
were doing at the Convention. They were
fighting all the time with the sharpest
and keenest weapons at thelr commnand
for the colonies they represented, and
they arrived at a compromise by which
four or five of the eolonies have now
agreed to go into federation; but I
am afraid Western Australia was left
out in the cold to a very large extent.
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If we had only admitted last session
that a serious mistake had been made
in the past, and had all decided to
work together with one mind to amend
the Commonwealth Bill in the interests
of Western Australia; if the Opposi-
tion in this House, instead of making
the question of federation 2 party cry
to a very large extent, had joined
hands with the Government, and there
had been one unanimous voice from
this House and the Parliament of the
country, asking the people to agree to
or, even without
going to the people at all, if the unani-
mous voice of this House had gone forth,
proclaiming to the other colonies and to
the British House of Commons that we
were desirous of having certain small
amendments placed in this Comwmeon-
wealth Bill, which we considered would
be an advantage to the colony of Western
Australia-—not an undue advantage, but
one which it was only right we should
have, which we ought to have claimed,
and which all the most eminent men in
the other ‘colonies said this colony really
deserved—

Mr. GrEcory: You could not have
got the amendments,

Tae MINISTER OF MINES : If such .
a course had been adopted, that advantage
could have been procured. It is no good
to prophesy now, for everything is over;
but these are my opinions, and I believe
the voice of this House would have had
enormous weight, if it had not been found
that the people of the colony were divided
on the question. However, now the ques-
tion is to go to the people of the country,
as I have always desired it should—and
I have always advocated that line of
action, whenever occasion offered in this
House—the subject should be thoroughly
explained. We in this colony havé a
majority of persons who come from the
Elastern colonies. They have been brought
up under the institntions of the Eastern
colonies; their homes have been there
till recently; the families of many of
them are there, and it is very natural
that their sentiments are, to a very large
extent, with those who are in the RBastern
colonies. The time will socon come when
these people will be assimilated with the
rest of the inhabitants of Western Aus-
tralia, and these feelings, which T am
sorry to say exisi a{ present, will then
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cease. Still, these feelings exist to a
very large extent, and & great number
of the people in Western Australia, when
they see the other colonies from which
they have come federating, say, * Why
should we be c¢ut apart from them ?
Why should we be separated in this
great national movement ¥’ I am pleased
to find that those who were most anti-
federal in their views are prepared to let
the people of the colony have a voice in
this matter. I am not going to discuss
the pros and cons of federation at the
present time. I listensd with the greatest
pleasure to the very able speech delivered
on this question last night by the hon.
member for East Coolgardie (Mr. Moran).
The hon. member out-did himself on that
occasion. He was serious and earnest,
and I think the speech he gave will be
a very useful passage for persons inter-
gsted in this question to read and
thoroughly digest. To combat the state-
ments made by the hon. member would
take long, as long as the hou. member
took to deliver them, and no one at
the present time in this House seems
desirous of combating them. The hon.
member-—I am sorry for him—chiefly
delivered that speech because he wanted
. to speak to those whom bhe repre-
sented, and who, he was afraid, would
not give him a hearing at the present
time. But the hon. member will have a
hearing. The people he represents and
has represented for some years in this
colony will give him a hearing, and T am
quite confident they will allow him to
explain to them his views on this great
national matter. As we are about to
pass this Enabling Bill, and the question
18 going to the people of the colony for
fheir decision * yes" or *no,” now is the
time when it is the duty of every member
in"the House, no matter of what shade of
opinion, to do all he can to place before
the people he represents his views of the
exact position the people will be in with
regard to federation. Now is the
time for placing the matter hefore the
people of the colony. I consider that the
time to a very large extent bas been
wasted in the past. The people had not
grasped the fact that they were likely to
have the right to say “yes” or “no” to
the adoption of this Commonwealth Bill.
Such right will be accorded them, and
now they know that perhaps only a vionth
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or two will pass before they will have ay
opportunity of giving their verdict on the
question, I hope they will rise to the oeca.
glon, and all take an interest in it, and be
anxions to hear all about the subject
becanse I maintain there are very few
people indeed in Western Australia whe
know what the outcome of this greal
federal movement will be. In fact, there
is no one who knows exactly, no one whe
can explain to the people exactly whai
the position is going to be. A lot of
work will have to be done, and numerous
arrangements made after we accept feder.

ation, and no one knows what wﬂl be the
position of each separate Stute in this
great Australian union.

Mr. KingsviLL : Hear, hear.

Mz. Moraxw : A plunge in the dark.

Tae MINISTER OF MINES: I wish
to impress on the Houge that having
reached this point, it is now our duty to,
as far as our abilities will allow, place
this matter before the people of the
colony cllapa.ssmna.telv and eclearly, and
without bias in one direction or the other,
and let them have the decision ns the
country desires they shall. As when this
question originated in the House it was
locked upon Dby the then leader of the
Opposition as a national movement, and
not a party movement, I hope that now,
after four years of consideration, the
leaders of thought on the Opposition side
of the House will not make it a party
question, but will, according to thelr
lights, place clearly before the people of
the country, without reference to the
CGovernment or to party, exnctly what
their position will be under this Common-
wealth of Australia. There is much to
think about, and much that we really
want under this Bill; very much we
would have liked to have to help Western
Australia as a unitin the great Australian
federation ; but I am of opinion that we
have to seriously consider this point at
the present time: are we going to lose
more than we will gain by keeping out of
this federation now ?

Mr. Morax: That is the point.

Tae MINISTER OF MINES: Yes;
that is the point. That is the question
we have to apply curselves to, and that is
the question we must, as far as we pos-
sibly can, place before the country. I
frust that when it is submitted to the
people, as I hope it will be, every member
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f the House will deal with it in the same
panner as I have on this occasion, and
hat it will be viewed not as an Opposi-
ion move, or as a Government wove, but
& a great national question, in which
1ot only this House, but every man,
voman and child in this country is
nterested.

Mz. QUINLAN (Toodyay): Although
- have not spoken before on the subject
luring this session, I do not intend to
respass very long upon the time of hon.
nembers, I have been, and am still,
wpposed to federation, and I think I gave
ny reasons last session. I confess at
mece that I was one of the minority who
spposed the Bill being submitted to the
wople. I did it for the reason that I
. earnestly opposed to federation, and I
epresent & constituency in which I
renture 1o say not half a dozen votes will
e procured in favour of federation. T
epeat that T am still of opinion that it
vill be detrimental to the best interests
f Western Australia for us to join the
‘ederation at the present time. The
rigin of our trouble 1s the fact that this
Parliament, or the Parlament of 1896,
wdertook to elect representatives out of
ts own body. If the representatives of
ihis colony had been elected by the
seople, the representatives who would
1ave been appointed certainly would have
uttended to their duties better than did
she body of delegates chosen.

Me. IrvivoworTH: There would not
1ave been a picnic then.

Mg. QUINLAN: There can be no
loubt, at any rate to my mind, that the
nembers who were delegated from this
solony neglected their duty, with the
wxception, I admit, of the Premier himself.
The Premier has not had a commercial
sraiming, and, while I acknowledge his
great ability on many matters, I am of
>pinion that if the Premier had had a
rommercial training, we would have
had better terms than we were offered.
[nstead of having the sliding scale we
would have been assured of protection for
some years fixed, and I venture to say
shat the absence of such protection is the
principal flaw in the Bill, so far as
Western Awustralia is concerned. How-
sver, the chief point confrontimg the
House at the present time is what shall
be the condition under which the question
shall be submitted to the people for their
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vote. To my mind, the change in our
constitution 1s such a very great one that
at least a considerable proportion of the
people on the roll which will be prepared
for this purpose should vote in favour of
federation-—not, in my opinion, the mere
wajority of one. It is provided in the
Municipal Act that when any attempt to
raise a loan is made, a vote shall be taken,
and there shail be not less than cne-third
in favour. I do not suggest that plan
should be adopted in its entirety on the
federation question, buat I hope hon.
members will at least see the importance
of such a vast change in the constitution,
and will be so reasonable as to allow
some such condition as that one-half of
the people shall not be ruled by a majo-
rity of one only. At any rate, the result
of the action taken lust session in regard
to this Commonwealth Bill has done a
great deal of good, because, had the Bill
been submitted then, there is no doubt
it would have been carried, and we know
there has been a change of feeling in
regard to federation. In my humble
opumion, I believe federation will be
rejected by the people, who realise the
fact that the terms are not such as we
would be warranted in accepting ; and it
must also be borne in mind that, while I
believe in federation, the fact is, 28 has been
provided in the Bill, this colony can join
at a future time on the sliding-scale tariff
condition. Anyone who knows anything
about commercial matters must be aware
of the disturbance and disorganisation of
trade which would result from the carry-
ing out of such a proposal. A merchant
or an importer who has to do with
customs business can vouch for what I
say in this respect; and therefore I hold
that while we may be able to join at a
future time, we are justified in reject-
ing the present terms offered. I am
also aware of the fact that the Federal
Parliament will have power at a future
time to accept this colony; and I firmly
believe that Parliament will realise the
importance of having Western Australia
in the union, and that instead of having
to ask concessions from the other colonies,
these concessions will be readily offered
by them. I will go so far as to say it
has heen proved by our own Government
Actuary that there will be a loss of about
£300,000 per annum on the basis of the
present population; but let the Federal
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Parliament offer this colony the amount
we would lose in five years, and then I
should be one to undertake the risk of
joining.

Mgz, InLiveworTH : That was offered,
and you rejected it.

Me, QUINLAN : It was proposed by
the Adelaide delegates to offer something
like £250,000 per annum, which iz proof
that in the minds of people outside the
colony there is present the importance of
doing something for this country on
account of its unique position.

Me. Moran: And the value of it as
a market.

Me. QUINLAN: And the value of
this colony as a market for the produce
of the Eastern colonies. I believe the
reason which actuated the Premier in
rejecting such a proposal was, so far as I
can gather, the loss of prestige which we
would suffer. )

Mer. Moran: We were too pwrse-
proud.

Mr. QUINLAN: We are prepared to
sink prestige and accept the dollars. A
mistake was no doubt made in rejecting
that suggestion, because the terms, judg-
ing from those given to South Australia,
which seemed to be more in sympathy
with us, were those which ought to have
been accepted and would have been
grunted. I know it can be argued by
those in favour of federation that there is
a, visk that, while we stand out, the tariff
at any time may be made free-trade, or
reduced in such a way as to cause us to
lose that or a similar amount; Lut I do
not think it at all likely that a free-trade
Government will be in power in this
colony at any time, and therefore there
18 not much fear on that score. The
other colonies, if we stand out, will soon
be offering the terms which were pre-
viously suggested by the South Australian
delegates. The transconfinental railway
has also been referred to, and it has been
said that this will at once be conceded.
But we have no assurance whatever,
because, as pointed out by previous
speakers, changes of Guvernment are fre-
quent, ut any rate in the other colonies,
and the Government in to-day may be out
to-morrow; and, therefore, we cannot
accept an assurance of the kind as of any
value 5o far as this colony is eoncerned.
In 1894, when addressing the electors of
West Perth, T said I believed that if
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this colony entered federation we wo
be the greatest losers in the beginni
and the greatest gainers hereafter. 1s
believe that, but we have not reached t|
stage. In my opinion, we have not st
a population as would warrant us in jo
ing hands with the stronger and ric
partners; and I hope that when
question goes to the people they
realise the difference between the cireu
stances of this colony and the circu
stances of the other parts of Austra
I agree entirely with the member

East Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) in
reference he made to our value in rel
ence to the other colonies for defe
purposes. 'That seems a very import:
matter to the other colonies, and I h
no doubt whatever, assuming we do |
join at this stage, that the other colon
would be only too glad to welcome us
that ground alone. Withont West
Austialia, the defence of the contin
cannot be made complete; and theref
I say we hold the natural key to
position, and that sooner or later the ot
colonies will concede the intercolonial
way and the tariff conditions we des
The recent action of the colonies in resg
to our ‘demand or wish for the n
steamers to call at Fremantle appears
me to show that they are not altoget
in sympathy with us, and forms an ob;
lesson as to the sympathy and supp
we may expect in any.matter concern
this colony particularly. It has b
repeatedly urged by those in favour
federation, and has been proclaimed fr
the beginning of the discussion on
question, that our joining the un
would be the means of increasing
population and bringing ahout ch
living; and I will only refer to those t
items for the moment. So far as
increase of population is concerned
cannot see any inducement in federat
to that end. The greatest attraction t
country isits mineral resources, and si
the discovery of the goldfields here

have only raised a population of 170,
people. Considering that the mine
resources are the greatest attraction, i
likely that the mere fact of this ecolc
being part and parcel of federa
Australia will induce people of the ot
colonies to leave their holdings and se
bere ? Itis hardly likely that would
the vesult, considering the people b
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robably been born and bredin the other
olonies, and have their families there,
nd while they are able to get a living in
heir own places they will hardly elect to
aove about. It is not customary, at any
ate, for settled people with families to
nove about, becanseas arule it is acknow-
adged that “a rolling stone gathers
10 moss.” It may be that young and
enturesome people will come to the
roldfields, but it is hardly likely we will
ret the increase of population as foretold
1y federal advocdtes. To my mind we
uwve now the best means of inducing
wople to come to the colony, and we
mow full well what slow inerease in popu-
ntion there has been. As to living, Icon-
ider the principal items of daily domestic
1ge are cheaper in this colony than in the
sther colonies. Thete are, it is true, some
tews which possibly are dearer; but, as
» whole, the tariff makes these articles
‘heaper here than elsewhere. That
esult, I admit, was brought about
oy the Opposition, and I give them
wredit for it. They were the means of
winging such influence to bear that
ihe Grovernment remitted some duties
vhich were certainly too high. The
‘ederal tariff will, in all probability, be
m the scale of the highest prevailing in
Australia; and considering the high
ariff, especially in Victoria, we know
vhat to expect should this colony join
‘ederation. Therefore, I think the Legis-
ative Council did good work in rejecting
ihe measure passed last session here,
secause, by that action, time has been
riven to the people for reflection, and a
thange of opinion has come about. I
1ave already heard it said that there are
1 this colony candidates for both Houses
of the Federal Parlinment who, if they
we elected, are going to practise their
professions in the other colomies. T
know there is an ambition to represent
this colony in the Federal Parliament on
the part of some persons who have not
sixpennyworth of interest here; and,
therefore, we lmow what to expect from
those who have their relatives, property,
and interests in the other colomies, when
once they are elected for six years. They
are assured of that six years of oflice,
and will be able to make provision for
themselves from the mere fact of being
representatives of this colony; and that
will be a great advantage, especially
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to those who are in professional occu-
pations, I state, as a fact, that I know
of candidates who are intending to offer
themselves with that object in view.
Further than that, if the people vote for
federation, the vote is likely to be the
strongest on the goldfields; and we may
rest assured that, once elected, federal
representatives baving gone from here
with their £400a year, it will be *“ God
help Western Australia.” I am earnestly
opposed to federation, and anything I
can do to prevent that measure being
passed I shall endeavour to do, and will
show my side of the question, with all
respect to those who hold contrary views.

Mz. OATS (Yilgarn) : I have said very
little on federation from the start, either
oufside or inside the House, but I think
it my duty to give expression to my
general views on the matter. Since the
Commonwealth Bill has been before the
House, I have studied it -from all stand-
points ag best I can, though I kmow such
a measure requires a legal mind to grasp
all the points. I have, however, heard the
opinions of people on the Bill, both inside
the House and outside, and I have formed
a fixed opinion as to what is to the best
interests of Western Australia. Noteven
the eloquence of the member for East
Coolgardie (Mr. Moran) can swerva me
from that fixed idea. I-counsider hon.
members have been called together to con-
sider the Enabling Bill. I think we have
talked enough about the Commonwealth
Bill. Tt was passed here lust session with
certain amendments ; it went to another
place and was thrown out. I am glad to
hear it i expected that during this
present session the expression of opinion
in the Council will be different from what
it was then. T am pleased she Premier
has promised this Bill shall go to the
people, and that everyone will have
an opportunity to vote. I admired the
Minister of Mines to-night for the straight
and honourable way in which he spoke to
this question, although I disagreed with
him on one point. When the Common-
wealth Bill was first introduced to Aus-
tralia, I consider the people of Western
Australia were quite as competent to give
an opinion as those of the other colonies,
Why? Because at least 100,000 of the
people in this colony at that time had
come from the other colonies, and had
been educated there; and why should
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they have been debarred from voting
at that time? @Generally speaking I am
quite in accord with the Minister of Mines.
However, I have always felt very strongly
on the manner in which the delegates
were appointed to the Federal Conven-
tions, and not so strongly on that as on
the manner in which the delegates worked
at those Conventions, This colony spent
£4,000 tosend them there, and the Premier
no doubt did great and good work at the
Couventions ; but I think his duty was
to call the delegates together in caucus,
and to discuss the wants of Western
Australia. [Mr. IutivewortH: Hear,
hear.] I have not heard of one caucus
of the delegutes sent from this colony.
M=z. Morax : Spell it c-o-1-k-e-r-s.
Mr. OATS: My dear boy, do not teach
me how to spell a word. The member
for East Coolgardie is the greatest inter-
jector in this House, except the Premier ;
and while I might be assisted by the hon.
member, ¥ trust he will allow me to
proceed without interruption. I contend
the delegates who went to the Conference
should bhave met in council and threshed
out the pros and coms, for there were
plenty of brainy men there. The Premier,
who was present, could have insisted on
the other delegates attending, or else it
was his duty to bave come back here and
to have told us they would not do their
duty. I know he said that, later on, but
I think he should have said it at the
beginning. The Premier has said on
several occasions that the amendments
required by Western Australia, if intro-
duced in a proper mauner at the
Conventions, would probably have been
accepted ; therefore our delegates did not
do their duty. The Federation Bill has
now been before this and the Upper
House, and has failed so far as Parlia-
ment is concerned; therefore I say the
highest tribunal, the great people of
Western Australia, are those who should
long ago have been asked their opinion.
I am pleased that hon. members think
the Bill wil! be sent to the people, what-
ever hon. members’ opinions may be.
The people should now have their say.
Let we tell hon. members the result of
this throwing over of the Bill. What
did it bring about? A separation ery on
the goldfields, and quite right too. It

people and fo move the Government, a
I think it has moved them both.

Mr. Mogran: Hear, hear. Leavel
alone now.

Mr. OATS: T am talking of sepas
tion. Those 28,000 people on the gol
fields who signed that petition to il
House, or the majority of them, we
good and true men, who were loyal to tl
colony, loyal to a united Australia, a
loyal to the Empire; and I say they ha
been treated in a very disparaging mann
Moreover, if this Bill be thrown ¢
again, either here or in the Upper Hou
I prophesy the result will be much m¢
serious than on the last occasion. I thi
a cry will go up from end to end
‘Western Australia, which will cause mu
greater friction than has hitherto ariss
I am very sorry indeed for the past fr
tion, and I want to see pacification, a
to see that every man shall be given {
right of a man to voice his own opini
on this question at the ballot-box. 1
quite confident that will be done. I
pleased the Premier has taken the sta;
he has adopted. I hope the machine
of the election will be effective, and th
every man and woman, as the Prem
bas promigsed, will have a vote. That
all I have to say.

Question—that the Bill be now reac
second time—put, and passed on f
voices.

IN COMMITTEE,

Clause ]l —agreed to.

Clause 2— Interpretation of terms:

Tre PREMIER moved that, in t
definition of * Constitution,” the wo
*“third” be struck out, and “fifth” ins
ted in lieu; also that *if any” be stru
out. As it was known there would
amendments, it was useless to say °
any.,’

Awendments put and passed.

Tue PREMIER moved that there
added to the definition of * elector ™ t
words ““or who is at such time the hold
of a voter's certificate issued under t
provisions of this Act.” The amendme
would harmonise with the clauses on t
Notice Paper giving facilities for voti
to persons not on the roll.

Amendment put and passed, and t
clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 3—Submission to the electors

Tae PREMIER: Ag there was not t

wunted a lever like that to move the | much time in which to make this subm



Federation Enabling Bill:

5101 to the electors, it would be well for
the Committee to insert the date when the
referendum should be taken., Asit must
be taken soon, it was not obvious why it
should be left to the Governor to proclaim
the date, as that would only mean delay.
He (the Premier) had been in communica-
tion with the Secretary of State in regard
to the probable time when the proclama-
tion of the Constitution would be made;
and though unable to say when that pro.
clamation would take place, he had been
informed the date would depend largely
on the time when the referendum was
taken in this colony, and he had been
urged to take the referendum as early as
possible. He had asked whether the
seventh of August—two months after the
seventh of June preximo, by which time
the Bill doubtless would have become
law, would be a suitable time for the

referendum, and would meet with the .

approval of the Imperial Guvernment;
if not, whether the home authorities would
make any suggestion; und he had re.
ceived the reply that if the referendwm
could be taken and communicated to
London by the 7th of August, that would
suit the Imperial Government. Evidently
the best course was to insert the date in
this clause, unless hon. members thought
two months too short a time in which to
tuke the reference.

Mre. LEaxE : Bay “not later than.”

Tre PREMIER: The Imperial Govern.
went had requested expedition, therefore
we ought not to be later than that date.

Mr. WriLgon: Time would be required
to get in the returns.

Tae PREMIER: If taken on that
date, the absence of retums would not
matter, because the Electoral Act pro-
vided that each polling place could
telegraph results. TFor the consideration
of the Committee, he would propose that
the words “at a time to be fixed by the
Grovernor by proclamation in the Govern-
ment (Favette” be struck out, and “ on the
seventh of Awugnst, one thousand nine
hundred ” inserted in lieu.

Me. Wirson: What day would that be ?

Tue PREMIER.: On a Tuesday.

At 6-30, the CHairmaN left the Chair.
At 730, Chair resumed.

Tae PREMIER moved, as suggested,
that the words *the time be fixed by
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the Governor by proclamation published
in the Government Gazelte” be struck

-out, and that “on the seventh day of

August, 1900," be inserted in lieu.

Amendment put and passed.

Mz, ILLINGWORTH : It was desir-
able that a public holiday should be
proclaimed on that date.

Toe PREMIER: There would be a
public holiday on that date.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clause 4—Returning Officer :

Mr. LEAKE : Throughout the Bill,
certain things had to be done by assistant
returning officers.

Tug PREMIER : Under the Electoral
Act there was power to appeint returning
officers.

Mgr. LEAKE: Paragraph 3 stated :
“ Every returning officer appointed wnder
the Electoral Act shall be an assistant re.
turning officer for the purposes of this Act.”

Tae PREMIER: The Government
had appointed, or were about appointing,
returning officers for every electoral dis-
trict under the Elsctoral Act. He would
look into the matter.

Clanse put and passed.

Clause 5—agreed to.

Clause 6—Existing rolls to be used :

Tae PREMIER: The reason why the
rolls in existence at the time the Electoral
Act came info force, which was the 17th
of this month, were to be used was
because they were ready; and the reason
why the electoral districts were made the
saine as the electoral dislricts in the 1896
Act was because the rolls applied to
those districts. If we had to take the
new districts under the new Electoral Act,
new rolls would have to be compiled,
which would take along time, and nothing
would be gained, seeing that the vote was
not, to be taken for districts, but for the
whole colony. It was more convenient
to deal with the rolls which were in
existence now.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 7—Method of voting in absence;
duty of assistant returping officer with
regard to the Dballot-papers of absent
veters :

Tae PREMIER moved that after the
word “elector,” 1n line 1, there be
inserted—

Whose name i8 on a toll exisbing for an

electoral district at the commencement of the
Electoral Act, 1899,
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some considerable force on this gquestion ;

person who obtained a vote by certificate | and he (Mr. Moran) deemed it to be of
would not e able to send his vote, for the | sufficient importance for a little notice to

machinery would be too troublesome. In | be given to the House.

order to avoid any inconvenience, we must
have a good many polling places, and a
person who claimed a voter’s certificate
would have to vote where he obtained it.
There would be no inconvenience if there
were several polling places. Of course
voters on the roll were in a different
position, and it had always been contended
that they should be able to send a vote.
We had machinery already in existence
for persons on the roll. ‘Therefore we
would let them utilise it if they so desired.

Amendment put and passed.

Tee PREMIEX further moved that
the word “second,” in the last line, be
struck out, and ‘¢ fourth *' inserted in lien.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 8 and 9—agreed to.

Clause 10 — Majority of voters to
decide : '

Mr. MONGER : There was an inten-
tion on his part to move that this clawse
be struck, out, and 2 new one inserted in
licu thereof. Tt would be as well under
the circumstances for him to formally
give notice, and then for progress to be
reported. The new clause would read as
follows : —

Unless the total number of electors record-
ing their votes in favour of the Constitution
shall excéed 51 per cent. of the electors on the
rolls, the Constitution shall be deemed to be
rejected, and no further action shall be taken
under the provisions of this Act.

He formally moved that the present
clause be struck out, and the one he had
just read be inserted in lien.

Tug CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
could move that the present clause be
struck out, but a new clause must Le
dealt with after the others were disposed
of.

Mr. MORAN: It would meet the
wishes of a great majority, or a majority,
if we reported progress at this stage,
before striking out the clause.

Tae Premaer: This question might
be postponed.

Mr. MORAN : There was & desire on
his part to have it postponed, because he
knew that the member for North Mux-
chison (Mr. Moorhead), who was a mover
in this matter, intended . to speak with

'

The subject
would require a little debate, perhaps,
and we ought to allow the hon. member
to be present. He would ask whether, in
order to obtain a fairly full House to
deal with this great question, we could
postpone the clause. He moved that i
he postponed until after the consideration
of the remaining clauses of the Bill.

Motion for postponement of clause put
and passed.

Clauses 11, 12, and 13—agreed to.

New Clause—Voters’ certificates:

Tee PREMIER moved that the follow-
ing be added to the Bill, to stand as
Clause 7:

(1.) Any adult person of either scx, being
a natural born or naturalised subject of Her
Majesty and noti subject to any legal incapacity,

‘who has resided in Western Aunstralin for

twelve months, but whose name is not on any
roll existing at the comwencement of “The
Electoral Act, 1899,” may obtain a voter's cer-
tificate on making an application therefor at
any polling place to the registrar or an assistant
regigtrar for the electoral district in which
such person resides, in the form of the second
schedule heveto, at least two days hefore the
date of the submission.

(2.) A voter’s certificate, and the counter-
foil thereof, shall be in the form of the third
schedule hereto, and shall be signed by the
electoral registrar or assistant registrar issuing
the samne, and by the voter. :

(3.) Voters’ certificates issued for each elec.
toral district shall be numbered consecutively,
and lists containing corresponding numbers,
with the name, residence, and occupation of
the voter set opposite each number, shall be
prepared by the registrar or assistant registrar
for each polling place within each electoral
district.

{4.) Any person to whom a voter’s certificate
is issued may, on producing and delivering up
the same to the assistant returning officer or
other presiding officer, vote at the polling
place therein named within the electoral dis-
triet for which such certificate was issued, but
not elsewhere.

{(5.) An assistant returning officer, or other
presiding officer, may require any person
claiming to vote as the holder of a voter’s
certificate, before voting, to indorse his name
on the certificate.

(6.) Any person wilfully and knowingly
making a false statement in his application
for a voter’s certificate shall be decmed to be
guailty of wilful and corrupt perjury, and may
be punished accordingly.

The new clause proposed was the same as
that of which he had given notice, with

one or two slight amendments, which he
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would explain. He would ask that the i

clause be taken in paragraphs, so that he
might deal with them separately.
object of the clause was to allow every

The :

adult of either sex who had been twelve -

months in the colony to vote on this
referendum, if they were natural born or
naturalised subjects of Her Majesty, and
not subject to any legal incapacity. Of

course, those who were on the roll would |

be enabled to vote in the usval way,
provision being made for that in a clanse
already passed. A person who was not
on the rol), and who could qualify, would
be able to get a voter’s right by applying
at places which would be designated,
where an electoral registrar or assistant
registrar would issue such right. The
person applying would have to sign his

name on the form of application, and if |

he made a false statement a charge of
perjury would apply, and punishment
would be the same as for perjury. A
voter's certificate issued to an applicant
would not only have the signature of
the electoral registrar, but also the
signature of the holder; and the holder
would be compelled to vote at the
place where the certificate was issued. If,
for instance, he obtained a certificate from
the registrar at the Perth Town Hall, he
would have to vote at that polling place,
and when he went to vote he would have
to produce his voting certificate. The
presiding officer would serutinise it, and
see that 1t corresponded with the list, and
was genuine. If satisfied on that point,
he would allow the applicant to vote “ yes”
ot “no;” then take possession of the poll-
ing certificate, which would then have
served its purpose. The process would
be a very simple one, and ne difficulty was
likely to arise as far as he could see.

Although it had not been pointed out to :

him by anyone, he observed there was a
difficulty in regard to the Bill as it was
first drafted, but he did not think it was
mentioned in any of the various notices
given Ly hon. members.
was proposed that the electoral registrar
of the distriet should issue these certifi-
cates. That geemed very good, but in

Originally it °

looking into the madtter, he (the Premier) -

saw it would be unreasonable to expect
people to go miles and miles to the elec-
toral registrar to get a voter's certificate,
and then go back on the day of election
and record the vote. People would
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never take the trouble to do that. There-
fore that plan would be quite unworkable.
The difficulty would be got over Dby
having a polling place at different stations
throughout the districts where these cer-
tificates would be issued. The Govern-
wment would do their best to have as
many of these polling places as possible,
80 as to rmake it most convenient for
those who desired to vote. Post offices
and probably police stations would be
utilised, as in South Australia, where all
the electoral work was done at the post
offices. There were one or two amend-
ments he desired to make, and on these
he would like to have the ideas of hon.
members. He saw no reason for the ten
days’ limit in applying for a certificate.
That period, in his opinion, was too long,
and he saw nothing to be gained by such
a provision, seeing that it was now pro-
posed to have a number of polling places
where certificates could be obtained ; and
three days, he thought, would be quite
enough.

Mz. A. Forgrest: One day would be
enough, because a man wanted to get back
to his work.

Mz. TLriveworTH : What was the low
in Victoria ?

Tee PREMIER: It was three days,
he thought, in Victoria, and it was not
desirable there should be any hurry-
scurry, but the officers ought to have
time to get the rolls fogether, and the
voter himself should have time for con-
sideration. The rolls could be made up
as the applications came in, and the
complete roll could be used on the polling
day. However, he did not feel very
strongly on the matter.

Mr. Harn: If the interval were three
days, and a wan had to go to Kalgoorlie,
he could not vote there, and as he could
not return to Perth in time, he would lose
his vote.

Tue PREMIER : That was so; buton
an imporfant question like this, it was
extremely probable the man would stop
in town., It was impossible to meet
every cuse,

Mz, Havn: Why could the man not
vote at Kalgoorlie ¥

Tre PREMIER : Because there would
be no check on the voting papers,
hundreds of which might be manu-
factured. If, however, s man had to vote
in the place where he got his certificate,
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there would be a check, inasmuch as
his signature could be verified. Three
days, he thought, were a reasonable
interval, and he begged to move the first
paragraph.

Mr. GREGORY called the attention
of the Premier to the question of assistant
registrars. Under the Electoral Act there
was no provision for the appointment of
agsistant registrars, and it was doubtful
whether under the Bill any such power
was given. He suggested that postmasters
and mail custodians might be appointed
to these posts.

Mr. QUINLAN asked whether it was
intended to have officers at all polling
places throughout the colony.

Tre PrEMIER: Yes.

Mr. LEAKE suggested that the last
words of the paragraph, *“at least 10
. days before the date of the submission,”
should be struck out, and a voter allowed
to take out his certificate when he came
to vote.

Tre PremiER: The process would take
too long, znd the work would never be
got through.

Me. LEAKE : After all, a check could
not be very well exercised over the voters,
and no one was likely to vote twice on the
subject.

M=. A, Forrest: Twenty-four hours
was quite long enough.

Mr. LEAKE: As the member for

Perth (Mr. Hall) had¢ pointed out, if a
person entitled to vote in Perth was
obliged to go to Kalgoorlie, he would not
be allowed to vote at the latter place,
although there was a polling station close
at hand. "What was the object of the 10
days, or even the three days, period ?

Tue Prenmree: The desire was to have
the roll properly made out.

Mgp. Moran: There must be some
check.

Mr. LEAKE: There would be the
butts by means of which a check could
be exercised.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : Was it quite
certein that the period under the Victorian
Act was three days ?

Tug PreMIEr said he had not seen the
Act himself, but he was so informed.

Mz ILLINGWORTH: During the
last week he had been ussured by three
or four friends from Victoria that they
had received their elector’s right on the
same day they voted, the right being
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handed to them in one booth and the
walking to another and recording thei
vote. If facilities for voting were to b
given, these facilities ought to be th
fullest possible.

Mr. Harnn: The suggestion of th
Premier meant that an elector woul
have to make two trips when one ought t
be sufficient.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : This vote wa
not like that at ordinary elections, wher
voters were hunted up by one side or th
other, or by both. There would be n
inducement for people to rush the poll.

Tar PremiER: Why not?

Me. ILLINGWORTH : It was desir
able to give every possible facility fo
voting, and, therefore, he urged that th
words be struck out ag sugypested by the
member for Albany.

Tae PREMIER: A similar proposa
to that made by the member for Centra
Murchison (Mr. Tlingworth) had bee
brought under his notice that day, but he
condemned it as impracticable. At the
election for the Legislative Council, the
other day, at the Town Hall in Perth
there were hundreds of people wanting i«
vote at the same time, and it conld easil
be imagined what confusion and waste o
time there would be if a man had te
angwer all the questions in order to wef :
certificate, and also record his vote.

Me. Harn: The arrangements at the
Town Hall the other day were of * the
year One.”

Tre PreMIER : That did not matter
these things must be done n order, and
in no haphazard way.

Mr. QUINLAN: As a returning
officer on many occasions, he knew the
difficulty pointed out by the Premies
would be an actual fact, and therefore he
hoped the Committee would accept the
proposal of three days.

B. LEAKE: Very well; that proposa
would be accepted.

Twe ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
was impossible to make the period any
shorter than three days. It would take
gome people five minutes to answer the
simple questions necessary in order to fill
up the form of application; in fact a
returning officer would be required for
every voter.

Mr. LEAKE: It was possible the
clanse would have to be modified, seeing
it provided a voter’s certificate could be
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obtained on “making an application

therefor, at any polling place.”

Polling .

places were only declared for the day of -

election, and in fact pelling places would
not be declared ten days or three days
before the election.
voter’s certificate issue, on application to
a resident magistrate or some official of
of that sort ?

Me, Quinran: That was the same
question which had been asked about
appointing officers at all these places.

THe PREMIER : Polling places would
be pazetted, and returning officers
appointed for each district. In Menzies
or North Murchigson, for instance, a
returning officer would, as soon as the
Act was passed, be appointed, and would
send down a list of proposed polling
places, which the Government would
make as numerous as possible, utilising,
as he had already intimated, the post
offices and police stations. It would be
too costly to keep an officer for two
months at each polling place. Govern-
ment offices would be utilised for the
purpose, and forms could there he
obtained up to, say, within three days of
the polling day. This system would be
far simpler than the method adopted for
Legislative Assembly elections. Wher-
ever there was a large number of
residents there wag always a post office
or a police station.

Mzs. HALL supported the eoriginal
sugpestion of the member for Albany
(Mr. Leake). It was unreasonable to
think all the electors would wait till the
lust day in order to get their rights;
therefore there would be no such rush on
the polling day as was feared. The
Government might also point out by
public advertisement the desirableness of
electors registering speedily.

Mr. MORAN : Electors’ rights should
be printed on good paper, otherwise on
the day of election many would be
indecipherable.

Tug PREMIER altered kis amend-
ment to read “ two days.”

Amendment put and passed, and the
paragmph ag amended agreed to.

Paragraph 3 :

Tue PREMIER moved that all the
words after * district,” in the last line,
be struck out. It would then be unneces.
sarv for the officer issuing certificates to
send them fo the returning officer. They

Why not make a .
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would be sent to the presiding officer at
the place of issue, thus saving time.

Amendment put and passed.

Paragraph 4:

Mr. QUINLAN: The words “ at the
polling place named therein’ apparently
meant that a person must get a vote at a
particular polling place, and must vote at
that place only. If *the’ were struck

" out, a person might vote at any polling

place in the district.

Mg. Moran: There would then be no
check.

Mr. QUINLAN: The voter's indorse-
ment on his certificate was a sufficient
check, in view of the penaities attached
to falsification.

Tug PREMIER: The paragraph was
Letter us it stood ; in fact, a similar pro-
vision had been contemplated when draft-
ing the new Electoral Act. In South
Australia there was a roll for each
polling place, and a man must vote where
he was enrolled. Thip plan had its
advantages, for each voter was known at
his own polling place. On the voter’s
certificate, the form of which was given
in the third schedule, both the electorul
district and the polling place were named,
and at the latter the voter must record
hig vote. This would be convenient to
the public, who would take out their
rights at the places where they could
conveniently vote.

Amendment put and passed; other
paragraphs agreed to, and the new clause
as umended passed.

Schedule IL.—Application for voter's
certificate :

Tre PREMIER : In this schedule the
space for the voter's name had been
omitted. This should be supplied, and
provision also made for the voter to stute
that he had not already a voter's certificate.
He moved that progress be reported.

Motion put and passed.

Progress reported, and leave given to
sit again,

WAR TELEGRAM—AN INTERLUDE.

During the discussion of Clause 6 of
the Federation Enabling Bill,

Tre CHAIRMAN (Mr, Harper) said:
I am in possession of an inleresting tele-
gram about the war in South Africa,
which the Clerk will read for the infor.
mation of hon. members,
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Tur Crerx read atelegram annowncing
the surrender of the Boers who had been
garrisoning Johannesburg, also the Brit-
ish advance towards Pretoria, and the
flight of President Kruger.

Members rose in their places, and
joined in singing the National Anthem.
Cheers were also given for the Queen
and for Lord Roberts.

Me. MONGER afterwards said: On a
fitting oceasion such as this, am I out of
order in suggesting that the House might
adjourn, at all events a short time, for
refreshments, after the pleasant piece
of news we have received. (General
laughter.)

Tae CHATRMAN: It would be quite
out of order.

Adjournment followed shortly after, as
recorded,

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 27 minutes
past 8 o’clock, until the next Tuesday.

Legislative Councl,
Tuesday, 5th June, 1900.

Papers presented -— Question: Perth Ratepayors’
Meeting, turning out the light (alleged)—Question :
HKalgoorlic Trnmway O ign—Adjour L

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
430 o’clock. p.an.

PRAYERS.

. PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the CorLoN1AL SECRETARY : 1. Rott-
nest Native Prison, General Rules and
Regulations; 2, Attendances at and
moneys granted to High School, Return
to Order of the Council, dated 24th May,
1900; 3, Ministerial Relatives in Civil
Service, Return to Order of the Council,
dated 29th May, 1900,

[COUNCIL.]

Kalgoorite Tramway.

QUELRTION — PERTH RATEPAYERS'
MEETING, TURNING OUT THE
LIGHT (AucEaEn).

Hon. F. WHITCOMBE (for Hon. R.
8. Haynes) asked the Colonial Secretary :
1. If the Uommissioner of Police or auny
of his officers are aware that a threat or
attempt was made to turn out the lights
at the Town Hall, Perth, whilst filled
with people on the night of the 29th
May, 2. Who were the person or persons
who made the attempt or threat? 3. If
an attempt was made, does the Com-
missioner intend to direct u prosecution P

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY
replied : The police had no knowledge of
any threat or attempt having been made
to turn out the lights of the Perth Town
Hall on the night of the 29th ultimo,
whilst it wae tilled with people. The
answer to question No. 1 answered the
other two questious.

QUESTION : KALGOORLIE TRAMWAY
CONCESSION,

Hown., F. WHITCOMBE asked the
Colonial Secretary : ¢, If in Mr. Jobson's
Ealgoorlie Tramway Concession the rails
and sleepers used in the line were the
property of the W.A. Government. 2,
If s0, were the rails and sleepers sold to
Mr. Jobson, or in what way did he
become entitled to use them? 3, If sold,
have theyr been paid for; and if so, when
and what was the pricet 4, By whom
wag the arrangement re ralls and sleepers
madeon behalf of the Government ? 5, Is
there any arrangement whereby at any
future time the Government shall resume
the ownership or possession of the
sleepers or rails; and if so, what are the
terms ?

Tar COLONIAL SECRETARY
replied: 1, The rails and a portion of
the sleepers were the property of the
Government. z, They were sold to Mr.
Jobsen, under a special arrangement. 3,
About two-thirds of the cost of these rails
and sleepers has been paid, and the
balance will be paid shortly. The rails
were previously laid on the Eastern Rail-
way and were in use for 10 years; they
were subsequently taken up and laid on
the Yilgarn Railway, where they remained
for five years; they were again taken up
for the purpose of being replaced by
heavier rails. As they were reported
upon as unsuitable. for further use on



